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AGENDA

SPECIAL REGULAR MEETING

* % %

TRAILS AND LANDSCAPING COMMITTEE

[CITIZENS OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE]

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2009

7:00 p.m.

Hoyer Hall at the CLAYTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
6125 Clayton Road, Clayton, CA 94517

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Candace Bass JoAnn Caspar

David Disend Victor Geisler

David Johnson Jerry Kosel - Vice Chairman
Kelly Marshall Virginia Siegel- Chairperson
Bill Vineyard

Vice Mayor Hank Stratford (Ex-Officio)

A complete packet of information containing staff reports and exhibits related to each item is available
for public review in City Hall located at 6000 Heritage Trail on Monday prior to the Committee
meeting.

Agendas are posted at: 1) City Hall, 6000 Heritage Trail; 2) Library, 6125 Clayton Road; 3) Ohm's
Bulletin Board, 1028 Diablo Street, Clayton; and 4) City Website at www.ci.clayton.ca.us

Any writings or documents provided fo a majority of the Committee after distribution of the Agenda
Packet and regarding any public item on this Agenda will be made available for public inspection in
the City Clerk’s office located at 6000 Heritage Trail during normal business hours.

If you have a physical impairment that requires special accommodations to participate, piease call the
City Clerk's office at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting at (925) 673-7304.



(a)

(b)

(c)

* TRAILS AND LANDSCAPING COMMITTEE *
AUGUST 18, 2009

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL - Chairperson Siegel.

CONSENT CALENDAR

Consent Calendar items are fypically routine in nature and are considered for approval by the
Committee with one single motion. Members of the Committee, Audience, or Staff wishing an item
removed from the Consent Calendar for purpose of public comment, question or input may request so
through the Chair.

(a) Approval of Action Minutes from the Committee meeting of May 18, 2009.

(b) Quarterly report from Public Works Department outlining District maintenance
tasks and services performed in the last three months (informational only)

(c) Clayton Pioneer Articles (informational only)
e August 7, 2009 “Leash Law” by Clayton Police Chief Dan Lawrence
e August 7, 2009 "Adopt A Trail” by reporter Andre Gensburger

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS

Citizens may address the Commiltee on items within the Committee's jurisdiction, (which are
not on the agenda) by completing a speaker card and forwarding it to the Chair. To assure an
orderly meeting and an equal opportunity for everyone, each speaker is limited to 3 minutes,
enforced at the Chair's discretion. When one’s name is called by the Chair, the speaker shall
advance to the public podium and adhere to the time limit. In accordance with State Law, no
action may take place on any item not appearing on the posted agenda. The Committee may
respond to statements made or questions asked, or may request Staff to report back at a future
meeting concerning the matfter.

Public comment and input on Public Hearing, Action iterns and other Agenda items will be
allowed when each item is considered by the Committee.

CONTINUED BUSINESS

Verbal status report on "Adopt-a-Trail” Program for the Landscape Maintenance
District; Adopt a Trail revenues/expense report.
(Chair Siegel)

Verbal status and update on Qutreach Subcommittee

» Options for future Qutreach by readjusting outreach functions as needed to
the specific program committee such as Adopt a Trail; Visions and the TLC

» Library Book Case Display options for April 2010

e Library Lobby Display

Verbal status report on water conservation efforts and downtown well for Public
Landscaping to comply with CCWD water rationing requirements for public
agencies.

(Maintenance Supervisor Johnston)
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(d)  Verbal Status report of construction projects in the Landscape District
o Daffodil Hill entry and Oak Street Off Ramp entry
¢ Black Diamond Plaza Trail Bridge surface replacement
{(Maintenance Supervisor Johnston)

5. NEW BUSINESS

(a) Review, Discussion and Recommendation to City Council of Trails and
Landscape Committee Annual (year end) Report for FY 08-09.

(b) General Discussion of next steps after drought for Landscape Maintenance
District — (Vision Committee report review and future steps for the TLC to
consider)

(Asst. to the City Manager Hoffmeister and Maintenance Supervisor Johnston)

6. CORRESPONDENCE - review of incoming and outgoing correspondence.

(a) None.

7. COMMITTEE ITEMS — limited to requests and directives for future meetings:

(a) Assignment of Committee Report to the:
¢ City Council at its Tuesday September 1, 2009 meeting (Note: This is
when the Annual TLC report and recommendation is planned to be
presented to the City Council; City Council also tentatively planning to
make TLC Committee appointments at this meeting)
e CBCA at its Thursday September 24, 2009 meeting.

(b}  Future Agenda ltems.
(c) Future meeting dates — tent. Meeting date of Monday November 16, 2009.
(d) Committee Member communications

(e)  Staff Communications/Announcements

¢ Council appointments to TLC (Note appointments are anticipated to be made at

the City Council Sept. 1, 2009 meeting).

8. ADJOURNMENT- The Committee’s next regularly-scheduled meeting is
anticipated to be Monday, November 16, 2009 at 7:00
p.-m. in Hoyer Hall, Clayton Community Library. Please
contact the City Clerk at 673-7300 to verify actual date.
#AH#RY
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Me_d-?/ﬁ Mk B/19 /g
ACTION MINUTES o
OF THE
REGULAR MEETING
TRAILS AND LANDSCAPING COMMITTEE
[Citizens Oversight Committee]

May 18, 2009

1. COMMITTEE CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL

A. The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. by Chairperson Virginia Siegel at the Story Meeting
Room at the Clayton Library, 6125 Clayton Road, Clayton, CA.

Committee Members present: Candace Bass, JoAnn Caspar, David Disend, Victor Geisler, Kelly
Marshall, Virginia Siegel (Chair); Bill Vineyard, Vice Mayor Hank Stratford (ex-officio Member).
Committee Members absent: David Johnson, Jerry Kosel (Vice-Chair)

Staff present: Assistant to the City Manager Laura Hoffmeister, Maintenance Supervisor John
Johnston.

28 CONSENT CALENDAR

(a)  Approval of Action Minutes from the Regular Committee meeting of March 16, 2009.

(b) Monthly report from Public Works Department outlining District maintenance tasks and
services performed in the last three months.

Motion by Committee member Vineyard, seconded by Committee member Geisler, to approve the
Consent Calendar. Motion passed (7-0 vote).

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Steve Thomas, Clayton resident in the Jeffry Ranch subdivision area, commented on the landscape
on Atchinson Stage and his thought for installing drip irrigation in that area. Maintenance
Supervisor Johnston stated that area on the west side has one of the best drought tolerant plantings
and there is no running of irrigation on those streets as the irrigation system failed years ago; the
plants are well established and have done fine for the last 10 years with natural rain and runoff from
adjacent resident’s irrigation that percolates into the ground. Mr. Thomas asked when the east side
would have plantings. Chair Siegel also explained that measure B, the Landscape Maintenance Tax
approved by the voters did not include funds for capital replacement projects. The funds that
included monies for replanting and replacing of irrigation was the $365 measure that the voters did
not pass. Measure B eliminated those costs and focused only on maintenance of existing plants.

Mr. Thomas also requested that the City consider placing loop detectors on the bicycle lanes on the
major intersections. Asst. to the City Manager Hoffimeister stated that issue was not under the
prevue of the TLC, and requested Mr. Thomas to contact the City Engineer with his
concern/suggestion and to specify the locations in his communication to the City Engineer. Mr.
Thomas stated he would follow up with the City Engineer.



.

Ted Merriam, downtown (Oak Street) Clayton Resident and member of the Clayton Historical
Society and Cindy Haydon, Westwood Resident and Clayton Valley Garden Club member stated
they were concerned about the downtown planters and the water conservation plan, and would
address the TLC under that agenda item.

4.  NEW BUSINESS

(a) Update on the status of future TLC Pioneer Articles.

Asst. to the City Manager Hoffmeister explained that Clayton Pioneer editor Tamara Steiner had
sent an email stating that due to changes in space etc. at the paper, and the TLC having quarterly
meetings, the Pioneer Column space for the TLC would now be on a quarterly basis. If there
was some issue that needed timelier column space she would try and work with the TLC on
accommodating. She also noted that there was always the option of non time sensitive items to
be written as a letter to the editor. The TLC members discussed the next topic for the column
and determined that a summary overview of the TLC Annual Report would be appropriate for
the September Clayfon Pioneer after the City Council approved. Committee member Bass
explained that due to production timing the TLC column would likely be the second edition of
the month. Committee Member Bass volunteered and by consensus the TLC members agreed to
have her author that column.

(b) Verbal status report on “Adopt-A-Trail” Program for the Landscape Maintenance
District

Committee member Disend gave an update on the status of sponsors and adopters. He noted that

there have been a combination of nine volunteers/financial sponsors come forward to date.

Funds have been received from six of them and the other three are in process. Chair Siegel and

Committee Member Disend noted that they have been in contact with the Clayton Pioneer who

will do an article in the future on one of the trail adopter groups when the group has its work day.

Steve Thomas, Clayton resident (Jeffry Ranch area) asked if dog waste stations and trash cans
could be considered in the “Adopt a Trail” or along the trail system. Chair Siegel noted that the
TLC and the City Council have previously reviewed this issue and it was determined not to
undertake the stations. Asst. to the City Manager Hoffmeister clarified the issue is not the added
costs, but maintenance and litter issues -- as kids tend to take the bags and use them for mini
kites, the closeness to the creek creates water quality issues, where the bags are likely to end up.
Trash cans tend to also attract illegal dumping and potential for materials to be dumped out of
can and with creel there is water quality issues that occur with state water board. The dog waste
stations and the trash cans would trigger additional requirements for city staff to monitor and
report to the water quality board; this is costs that is not recoverable and time consuming and
potential expensive and create permit requirement exposure that are currently not applicable
since we do not have such items on the trails near which are near (adjacent to and parallel) the
creeks. The state water board and other legislation is moving in the direction to prohibit the use
of plastic bags, and cities may not be able to install these in the future, and/ore replace them,
unless paper bags dispenser is used. Most residents who have dogs are considerate and bring
their own bags; those that are inconsiderate will likely still not use the stations. At this time the
downside potential outweighs the potential good. Staff continues to monitor developments on
this topic.



{c) Verbal update of Annual Report preparations

Committee member Vineyard gave a brief update and noted that he was planning to use the same
format as last year and could use some help in proofing, etc. He would follow up with former
Committee member Linda Pinder to see if she could help in the photo inserting and formatting.
Committee member Geisler volunteered to assist in the Annual Report preparation efforts by
proofreading. The Chair would be sending Committee member Vineyard the Chairs letter which is
the first part of the Annual Report. Committee member Vineyard also noted that he would be
including a section on Adopt a Trail that would have the names of the sponsors and their trail
section; he would include the water conservation plan and the trail repairs along with the budget. He
asked committee members to send him any of their individual thoughts or ideas for consideration of
including in the Annual Report by email. He planned to send a draft to the Annual Report
preparation committee, city staff and the TLC Chair to review prior to finalizing for the next TLC
meeting.

Committee Member Disend apologized and excused himself from the remaining meeting, as he had
another appointment.

{d) Verbal status and update report on Outreach Subcommittee

Committee member Bass provided an update with her communication with the Creekside Artist
Group. She would like to somehow incorporate artwork of the trails into the Annual Report
instead or in addition to pictures. She passed out an example that could be used. There was
consensus that the Annual Report subcommittee could consider this idea possibly as the cover to
the report. Final decision on the use would be up to the Annual Report subcommittee and it
needs to be clear to the artist that this is donated and a public document so will be able to be
copies and reproduced by the public at no cost. Committee member Bass stated she had
explained that to the artist and they were still interested.

Committee member Bass stated that she would still like to see a display in the bookcase inside
the Library. The Library allows groups to use at one month periods and would need to be
reserved in advance. There could be display of the Adopt a Trails, Clayton Cleans Up or other
items that could be made into an interesting visual display about the activities of the TLC. After
some discussion it was decided to defer this to a future agenda. It was noted that the Clayton
Cleans Up is not a TLC activity, it was done by a outside group and Committee member Bass
should check with that sponsor and see if they wanted to do a display.

Committee Member Bass suggested the possibility of using the wall (by the dedication plaques)
and or/front window of the Library Lobby to use for additional display area. The wall could
have a case or panel created that would have more information about the TLC and event the
Adopt a Trail and Trail Map. Committee member Bass provided a sketch of the window area
she was considering to use. As to the Adopt a Trail, Chair Siegel noted that this, as well as the
use of the Library interior bookcase display may be overlapping with the existing Lobby Display
or may be in addition to and an enhancement. In either case there was time enough to put this
discussion (library community display bookcase) on the next agenda, and about the Library
Lobby display ideas.

Committee Member Bass would provide more information of her ideas to staff for inclusion in
the next TLC meeting packet. For the Library Lobby display it was suggested by the TLC that
maybe information about the city trails could be highlighted periodically — such as a spot light on



a trail, different trails could be featured at different times. The Outreach Subcommittee indicated
they would take this suggestion under advisement.

Asst. to the City Manager Hoffmeister stated that the area of the Lobby Display beyond that now
being done would need City Council approval. She also clarified that the City owns the building
not the county (library) and the City Council not the Library staff is the authority with respect to
enlarging or modifying the current council approved display area, in terms of using walls and/or
windows. The appropriate procedure would be for Committee member Bass to prepare written
materials that could be agenized and distributed with the agenda packet materials for a future
meeting. If there was then support for the idea the TLC could then make a formal
request/recommendation at that meeting to be forwarded to the City Council. The City Council
would then likely discuss at a future City Council meeting.

5. NEW BUSINESS

(a) Informational Report on water conservation action plans for city facilities and Public
Landscaping to comply with Contra Costa Water District water rationing requirements
for public agencies.

Maintenance Supervisor Johnston summarized the written report, and noted that due to timing issues
this report was submitted directly to the City Council. It is now being provided as informational
only for the TLC. The plan of action report basically uses a triage and priority basis for water
allocation. The trees are the most important expensive asset in the district, then shrubs, and lastly
lawns. Lawns could be easily re-established and had lesser cost for re-establishment after the water
restrictions are lifted. He also noted that the well that waters the Library grounds (non district area)
is being retrofitted with larger pump motor to provide some water to the median and Oak street entry
of the District. This work was approved by the City Manager under his financial authority and is in
progress and should be completed within a month. The grass at the entry of Oak/Clayton Road
should thereafter turn back to green through the use of well water. Signs indicating well water will
be installed so it is clear to the public the source of water.

Committee member Geisler commended staff for identifying and implementing proactive ideas to
address the water rationing and minimize impacts to the vegetation of the district. The TLC
members overall expressed their appreciation of the efforts of the maintenance staff on addressing
the CCWD imposed water ration regulations and were supportive of the Action Plan approved by the
City Council.

Ted Merriam, downtown (Oak Street) Clayton Resident and member of the Clayton Historical
Society and Cindy Haydon, Westwood Resident and Clayton Valley Garden Club member stated
they were concerned about the downtown planters and requested that the City re-consider its water
conservation program and to water the downtown plants as it is a business area, and downtown
gateway. Maintenance Supervisor Johnston explained that the City Council had taken the action to
approve the water rationing plan, and there is a 25% increase in costs for exceeding our 45%
required reduction. This reduction required the previously explained a friage approach: there is
limited watering to try and maintain trees, then shrubs. The planter boxes in the downtown are being
watered to maintain the trees, the larger more expensive asset. The planters have plants installed and
maintained by the Garden Club -- however the agreement with the Garden Club has always specified
that the city controls the water amounts and that their plants will have to accommodate our watering
schedule. Before the rationing the planters did have more frequent watering. However that was now
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not possible due to the Contra Costa Water District rationing. The TLC does not have authority to
change the plan, since the City Council approved it.

Ted Merriam and Cindy Haydon suggested that the downtown businesses could adopt a planter and
water it with their business water. The Clayton Historical Society is agreeable to water the planter in
front of its building, and they have received support from the Clayton Club, and they believe that
they will be able to get water to all the planters by using non City water. Maintenance Supervisor
Johnston stated that water from other sources such as the businesses or bringing buckets from home
would be fine, the City staff is not objectionable to that approach at all, only to use of more City
water. Committee member Geisler stated he supported the idea, and was hopefu! that the businesses
would agree, but cautioned that everyone is being cut back by at least 15%, including the businesses.
Vice Mayor Stratford thanked Mr. Merriam and Ms. Haydon in looking for solutions. Maintenance
Supervisor Johnston also reiterated the plan to reactivate the downtown well which would be able to
provide water to the planters in question. He noted that it would take 2-3 months to complete the
work and have the irmigation served by the well water. Mr. Merriam noted that the business water
could be used if they were agreeable in the interim. Ms. Haydon clarified that the Garden Club
volunteers or the business themselves would be responsible to water the planter, not city staff. With
that understanding the consensus of the TLC was supportive of business allowing and using their
water with Garden Club volunteers to coordinate and implement, City staff would be contacted and
consulted by the Garden Club. It was suggested that this idea be presented to the City Council so
that they are made aware. Mr. Merriam and Ms. Haydon stated that they would be attending the next
City Council meeting.

The TLC members complemented maintenance staff for putting together a good and comprehensive
water rationing plan and making the information available. Maintenance Supervisor Johnston noted
that the Clayton Pioneer would be doing an article in the upcoming edition, in this way the public is
made aware of what is going on.

(h) Informational Report on the status of annual weed abatement of city trails and openspace
areas.

Maintenance Supervisor Johnston stated that the weed abatement has been completed. This was

the earliest that the weeding had been completed in a number of years. He attributed this to a

new contractor who had more workers assigned to Clayton, and the milder weather which did

not have any red flag warning days. Red Flag days require work to be limited to only the cooler

morning hours or not done at all, as sparks from equipment could spark fires.

(c} Discussion of preliminary Landscape Maintenance District Budget

Asst. to the City Manger Hoffmeister provided an overview of the LMD draft budget. It was
clarified that the final numbers in the City Council budget documents may be slightly adjusted as
staff is still finalizing year end estimated expenses and some of the next fiscal year proposed
costs of water, given the recent water reduction requirements. There are still cost increases
overall -- water the rates went up 4% this next fiscal year, energy costs have also increased, the
same with supplies, etc. The staff is recommending that the CPI increase of .8% be applied.
This way the revenue does not fall behind, as there is a cap of a maximum increase of 3% and
past history has shown that there are years in which the CP] has exceeded the cap. Additionally
all revenues in excess of expenditures will be part of the fund balance and could be used to offset
any unanticipated increases, such as water cost penalties, as well as future capital improvements,
such as redoing irrigation and plantings.



Motion by Committee member Bass, seconded by Committee member Casper, to recommend
approval to the City Council of the FY 2009-2010 Landscape Maintenance District budget.
Motion passed (6-0 vote}).

(d) Status of Subcommittee Members

By consensus the TLC members agreed the following was the current status: (Committee
members Johnson and Kosel were absent and there information is not included in the following}
Annual Report: Bill Vineyard, Victor Geisler, and Chair Siegel (Note: Linda Pinder will help
Committee member Vineyard with pictures and formatting).

Outreach: Candace Bass, JoAnn Casper

Adopt —a- Trail: Virginia Siegel, David Disend, Kelly Marshall

Visioning: Bill Vineyard, Kelly Marshall

Other:

Liaison Report at CBCA meeting: Member to be determined as needed at each TLC meeting
Liaison Report at City Council meeting: Member to be determined at each TLC meeting

Liaison to Garden Club: JoAnn Casper, Kelly Marshall

Liaison to Creekside Artists: Candace Bass

6. CORRESPONDENCE - review of incoming and outgoing correspondence.

(a) Email reply from Chair Sigel dated March 30, 2009 to Howard Kaplan re: weed
abatement of open space and trails.

() Email reply from City Staff to Barbara Halperin from her march 13, 2009 questions
emailed to Chair Siegel.

(¢c) Email of March 30, 2009 from Police Chief to all City Police Officers

(d) Email reply of February 24, 2009 from City Manager to Mr. Gambles email questions
sent to the City.

7/d COMMITTEE ITEMS

(a) Assignment of Committee Reports:
City Council would be Chair Siegel (June 2™ meeting).
CBCA meeting:— Joanne Casper (June 25% meeting).

(b) Future agendas to include:
e Adopt a Trail subcommittee status report.
e Annual Report review and recommendation to City Council
e Qutreach Subcommittee status report (Library Bookcase Display; Library Lobby Display)
¢ Status of Drought Management Plan and action plan update

¢ Status of District construction work (water wells; entry features — Oak/Clayton Rd & Marsh
Creek/Clayton Road)



(c) Committee member communications:
Committee member Vineyard stated that he will not be reapplying to continue to serve on the
TLC. He has served for many years starting with the formation of the initial Bleu Ribbon
Task Force and then Blue Ribbon Committee. He will complete the Annual Report and try
and be in attendance at the City Council meeting when it is on their agenda. His last meeting
will be the August meeting.

(d) Staff Communications:
Asst. to the City Manager Hoffmeister David Disend, David Johnson, Candace Bass and
Virginias Siegel are the members whose terms are up. The application form was included in
the agenda packet, and an email to those whose terms were expiring, if they wanted to be
considered by the Council subcommittee for reappointment. Staff encouraged TLC members
to share applications with others in the community that might be interested in getting

involved a copy of the application form was in the packet or can be found on the city web
site.

8. ADJOURNMENT
Upon call by Chairperson Siegel, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Minutes prepared by:

Laura Hoffmeister, Asst. to the City Manager

APPROVED BY THE COMMITTEE

Virginia Siegel, Chairperson
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QUARTERLY REPORT
UPDATE
TRAILS & LANDSCAPING

5/13/09 to 8/12/09

Trim Landscaping and removed dead plants

o Eagle Peak Drive
Qakhurst Drive from City Limits to Clayton Road
Old Marsh Creek Road from El Molino to downtown
Atchinson Stage Road and Pine Hollow Road
West bound Peacock Drive

0o 00

Spot spray herbicides in Landscape District Citywide

All irrigation being watered by manuaily programming controllers per rationing
plan. Also hand watering some trees by WAP (work alternative personal)

Continued to repair Irrigation systems within the Landscape District
Completed weed abatement for fire breaks in the Landscape District

Connected and upgraded the Library Well to Clayton Road Landscaping now
watering from Mitchell Canyon Road to Oakhurst Drive and the off ramp to Main
Street

Connected the planter boxes on Main Street and Center Street to the High Street
well (this also waters Endeavor Hall landscaping and the Grove Park)
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August 7, 2009

Friendly remindet — Leash Jaw

means all dogs, all the time,

. With wonderful weather
during this time of year, many
dog owners find time to wan-
der the trails and enjoy walks
with their four-legged friends.
Since the Clayton Police
Department reinstituted our
police bicycle program, where
trained officers patrol the trajls
on bicycles, we have noticed
that there are a few dog owners
who do not comply with the
city’s leash ordinance.

In addition to providing for
a safe ‘environment on the
trails, our bicycle officers will
also be educating trail users
who are walking unleashed
dogs. The ordinance that the
city adopted is Section 416-

4.402 of the Contra Costa
County Animal Ordinance,
“animals at large;” known to
many as the leash law.

The ordinance states that
dogs are required to be “under
effective restraint by a leash” at
all times. This means that the
dog must not just be on a
leash, but the handler must
have effective control of the
dog on the leash. This ordi-
nance doesn’t allow for verbal
conitro] off leash and is for the
purpose of controlling dogs
while in public area, such as
streets, sidewalks, trails and
other public open spaces.

Our bicycle officets carsy
their ticket books with them

everywhere

and may issue citations to peo-
ple who violate the leash law.

As with maay laws, there
are a few exceptions to being
on a leash — if the dog s on the
private property of its owner;
the dog is on private propetty
with the consent of the owner
of the private property; and
areas clearly designated as “off-
leash dog run areas.”

It is important to note that
being on private property does
not relieve the dog owner, or
petson in custody of the dog,
of exercising effective and
appropriate restraint to assure
that the dog cannot injure peo-
ple or property.

Although I recognize that
most dog owners observe the
leash requirement, this artcle
is intended to be a reminder
that dogs are to be kept on
leash at all times. Extendabie-
retractable leashes are func-
tional ways to allow your dog
to roam, nip at the air and
exercise while still on 2 leash,

The city does provide an
off-leash, fenced and gated dog
park across from Diablo View
Middle School, adjacent to the
trail between Regency Drive
and Marsh Creek Circle.

DAN LAWRENCE
FrOM THE CHiErF

Parking is easy at Clayton
Community Park. This is the
only approved off-leash dog
area in the city. .

Remember: Leashing your
dog protects your friend and
those around you.

Owners are also reminded
to be responsible in scooping
up after their pets at all times.
The city does not pick up ani-
mal waste along trails or side-
walks. Your cooperation is
requested in using the trails,
parks and open space responsi-
bly. Keep them clean for all of
us to enjoy.

Feel free to contact the
Clayton Police Department at
673-7350, 9 am.-5 p.m.
Monday through Friday, if you
have furthér questions.

Dan Lawrence is Clayton’s Police
Chief. Please send your questions,
comments or lopics youd like to
see covered fo DanL@epd.ci,
concord.ca.us
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Claytonians show civic pride through trail volunteer efforts

August 03, 2009 - By Andre Gensburger

Claytons trail system has landed the city on any number of "great places to live™
lists,

As far back as 1988, Clayton received Walking magazine's award as one of the
five most walkable small cities in America, And twice in the last three years,
Money magazine listed Clayton in its top 100 places to live, touting the 27-mile
trail system among the city’s other charms,

So it was no surprise that when the Trails and Landscape Maintenance Commitlee
{TLCY put the city trails up for “adoption,” there were no shortage of volunteers,
The Adopt-A-Trail program has gamered both financial support and volunteers.
Families and individuals. scout troops, local businesses and civic organizations
have stepped up (o the plate to adopt segments of Clayton's trails.

For Boy Scout Troops 484 and 262, their Adopt-A-Trail service goes bevond
doing a good deed; it develops a lite skill that they hope will help them in their
adult life.

“We keep the trail free from litter and natural debris,” said Ted Hall, the 15-year-
old scout in charge for Troop 484 and senior patrol leader.

I run these trails for cross country at Clayton Valley,” hie added. “Some trails
have logs, poles, leaves and sticks.™

The troops adoepied the Donner Trail that extends trom Regency Drive to
downtown Clayton. As for trash, he noted: ~This trail is not so bad.”

According 1o Hall. the Clayton trails are heavily used. =1 don’t think I've ever
gone for a run without secing someone else,” he reported.

A family aftair.

Under the Adopt-A-Trail program set in place carlier this year, cach trail can have
two adopters — one financial and one tor clean-up, explains TLC member David
Disend. The trails are divided into 11 segments, cach needing both financial and
clean-up support.

The Pauline family of Clayton filled both roles by being the first to sign up for the
program. They sponsor the most heavily used trail, the Cardinet Trail, which runs
from the Clayton Library to Lydia Lane Park, crossing three bridges.

“It was obviously to give back to the community,” said Jake Pauline, whose
company Black Diamond Electric provides the financial sponsorship.

“The trail is always pretty clean,” said his wite Cristina, who runs on the trails.
She attributes this to the strong sense of civic pride from Clayton residents living

http://www.claytonpioneer.com/news/details.cfm?News_1D=535 8/15/2009
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nedr the trail,

*Our lovely trail system and our community s volunteer spiril are among the
major reasons our town was chosen as one of the best places to ive in the nation,”
said Mayor Julie Pierce. The trail program is augmented by Measure B funds, with
the goal of providing a venue for volunteers to help Clayton maintain and enhance
the popular trails. The annual fee to participate as a financial sponsor is $1,000.
For clean-up adopters, it’s $200. Markers are installed at each trail segment with
the names of both the financial sponsor and the clean-up volunteers,

“In this age when cities have had to cut back services, one of the ways for
residents 1o give back is through volunteer efforts,” Jake said. “These trails are a
huge bonus for Clayton.”

“If everyone can streteh out a bit,” Cristina added, “we can keep the community
locking beautiful. That's a great attitude to have.™

Jake grew up in Clayton and his parents still live here. He and Cristina bought
their home in Clayton a few years ago.

“We also get repaid in better property values.” Jake said of community service,
“And we teach our children the value in giving back to the community, Clayton is
a great place 1o live. People choose to live in Clayton.”

The pride of volunteering.

Nick Swiatko of Troop 262 has been a scout for 212 years, since moving to
Clayton from San Leandro. “My friends got me into it,” said the 16-year-old, who
enjoys the hiking and camping activitics as well as pitching in on the trail.
“Leaving the debris is bad for the environment,” he said, “because it makes
walking ditficult and poses a fire hazard.™

So far the trail maintenance has not taken them a lot of time, but Hal) believes that
is because they are at the start of the program and still organizing what needs to be
done. Anthony Maytun, 11, and his mother Monika are also part of Troop 484,
Monika wanted her son to understand how lucky he is to be living in a place like
this.

[ hope he will teach it to his kids as well one day,” she said. “We have Lo give
back to the community.”™

“The Adopt-a-Trail program fosters civic pride through volunteerism,
philanthropy and cleanliness.” said Disend. “It’s not all about the merit badge,”
Swiatko said. "It is about giving back to the community.”

Other Adopt-A-Trail participants include CD Federal Credit Union, the Clayton
Business and Community Association, Girl Scout Troops 429 and 31895, Kinder
Care and Jett Waldron.

Both financial sponsors and elbow grease are needed. To adopt a Clayton trail,
call 673-7369.

http://www.claytonpioneer.com/news/details.cfm?News 1D=535 8/15/2009
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Exhibits must:
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Be of cuitural, educational, or civic interest.
Not be for religious services and activities.

Not advocate or support any political party or candidate for public office.
Not be used for commercial purposes.

Priority for the use of exhibit cases shall be given to library sponsored programs and
activities and Friends of the Library sponsored programs and activities.

The use of exhibit cases shall not conflict with normal library operations or with library sponsored
or library related activities.

The use of exhibit cases shall be scheduled on a first-come, first-served basis.

The County Librarian may promulgate additional rules for the use of exhibit cases in each
branch library. Such local rules shall be based on specific branch needs and conditions.

An exhibit will not be allowed if it requires space in excess of that designated as exhibit space in
each library.

An exhibit shall include information identifying the exhibit sponsor. Upon request the name,

address, and telephone number of the contact person for the exhibit will be available to persons
so. requesting.

Exhibits must include the following disclaimer: (Disclaimer sign will be provided by the library.)

The exhibit case is available for use by community groups and individuals. The
exhibits are not intended to express the views of Contra Costa County or of the

library or its staff. They representthe views of the group or individual preparing
the exhibit

An Application and Permit for Use of Exhibit Case must be filled out by an exhibitor priorto an

exhibition. If the library does not have the signed application form at the time the exhibit is to be
set up, the exhibit shall not be set up.

Any display or distribution of non-library materials relating to the exhibit must be in conformance
with the Rules for the Display and Distribution of Non-Library Materials.

Individuals setting up exhibits must bring his/her own materials and suphlies.

The contact person is responsible for setting up and later removing the exhibit in accordance
with the dates and times approved on the Application and Permit For Use of Exhibit Case.
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DOWNTOWN WELL WATER HOLDING TANK/ENCLOSURE



BLACK DIAMOND PLAZA TRAIL - Bridge Surface Replacement Project



CLAYTON ROAD - OAK STREET OFF RAMP ENTRY WAY PROJECT



LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE DISTRICT
WATER RATIONING PLAN

To achieve the Contra Costa Water District’s 45% mandatory reduction in water usage
the following objectives will be implemented to meet this goal.

Obijectives

» “Poo]” all water meters within the Landscape District
Read al} Landscape District meters every two weeks

Stop watering all lawn areas

Turn off sprinklers in bare areas

Manually adjust controllers for watering cycles
Concentrate watering on newer and healthier planted areas
Suspend trimming of the landscape during rationing

Suspend planting of annuals at base of Clayton Fountain end along Main
Street

* Option to drain the pond at the Clayton Fountain

All District monies saved from using Jess water stay within the District's Fund

and will be set aside for future water system improvements or restoration of
turf areas or plants lost lo the drought

Purposes

iL

The Landscape District will “pool” all 43 water meters within the District so
we can betier achicve the overall 45% reduction in water usage. This allows
us to divert water from metered locations where the water is not needed to
areas that will need the water so we will be able to save the desired
landseaping (see criteria below VI). Implementing meter “pooling” will allow
the Maintenance Department more flexibly in attaining our goal of 45% water
reduction mandated by the Water District.

Maintenance staff will read the water meters every two weeks to ensure that
we are meeting our goals of a 45% reduction in water usage over all. With
the meters pooled together we will be better able to see if were keeping within
our total allotment and if not make adjustments quickly before heavy penalties
apply. There will be addition man hours to perform this job but will be
offset from man hour saving from suspending timming and from
buying/using less water
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Maintenance staff will stop watering all turf area funded by the Landscape
District. These arcas are: Water Feature, Coal Mine Court, Peacock Creek
Drive, Eagle Peak Ave and Indian Wells Way at both ends, Eagle Peak Ave at
Miwok Way, Indian Head Way, Downtown at the off ramp, Tear Drop (where
roscs are), Christmas tree and above Black Diamond Plaza

Lawns are by far the largest user of water in a landscape. By not watering
them we will be able to divert weter to save shrubs and tree which are more
costly to replace then lawn. An added benefit of not watering these lawns is
when the drought is over we will be able to make upgrades to the sprinkler
systems and get new thatch free turf. This will make watering much more
efficient and make for healthier lawns in the future.

Maintenance staff will be going through the landscape and shut off individual
sprinkler heads that are only watering dirt areas, This has already been done
in most areas where we have experienced major plant loss over the years.
There will be a small add cost in man hours since we will be checking for this

throughout the year instead of just at the beginning of the walering season as
in previous years.

The irrigation controllers will be manually programmed throughout the water
season to meet our goals of a 45% overall water reduction. Instead of a

standard program that runs throughout the watering season we will be making

adjustment to the controllers on an as-needed basis. This could mean daily or
weekly or monthly, There will be edditional man hours needed since we will
be doing a lot more adjustments then in normal watering years. These
additional man bours will be absorbed from savings from suspending the
lendscape trimming and buying/using less water.

Maintenance staff will be making an evaluation of all the landscaping
plantings to determine what plants would be most cost and water effective for
saving. The priority will be to save the newer and healthier landscape areas
such as: Center Street trail area; old Marsh Creek Road; east bound sjde of
Oekhurst Drive. Then, priority in order will be to save trees, shrubs, then
lastly any ground cover (listed in order of cost priority and aesthetic impact),

Maintenance will suspend trimming the landscape during the summer and fall
months. Under the standards of the Landscape District we trim the
landscaping twice a year. By suspending trimming for the summer and fall
we will be only timming the shrubs an average of once a year during the
declared drought period. By taking this action we will save water by not
promoting the plant to re-grow after they are trimmed especially during the
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hot summer months. Trimming will be done on a case by case basis for the
following reasons; sight obstructions at intersections, overgrowth impeding
walloways, and any other hazard found to endanger the public. Trimming will
not be performed for sesthetic reasons during this time $o as to save and
conserve the plants during drought conditions.

Maintenance will suspend the planting of annual flowers at the Clayton
Fountain and at the tear drop on Main Street  'We will also inform the Garden
Club that there will not be sufficient water to be able to water the raised
planter boxes along Main Street and Center Street that they maintain with

annual color. This is being done because annuals use almost as much water as
lawn areas.

As an option to save more water the Landscape Districl may have to drain the
Clayton Fountain and put the pumps into storage. Maintenance staff will
monitor this during the summer months and if we are not meeting the imposed
45% goal for water savings, then we will have to take this option. This water
feature js like a swimming pool where water is being added all the time from
evaporation and recirculation of the filter pump. The water feature is not
metered separately from the nearby landscape so there is no accurate way to
measure what it uses daily. If the water feature were to be shut down the
pumps would need to be serviced to put them into storage while the feature is
drained. This would allow the pumps to stay in operational condition until the
tirne when the District turns the Fountain back on. There will be some cost to
put the water feature into storage and restart. Overall there would be savings

from the monthly maintenance contract which would be suspended and water
usage.

All monies saved from purchasing less water after added labor costs to
implement the above plan remain within the Distriet’s restricted-use Fund
and are proposed to be set aside for future uses; immigetion efficiency
improvements, plant replacement from the drought, and bardscape installation
for less watering in the future within the District, After the dronght
restrictions are Jifted, Maintenance Staff will compile a list of projects to
implement with the funding available for the Trails and Landscaping
Committee to review and recommend to the City Council. Tt is unknown at
this time what the amount of monies would be saved from less water usage
but it could be substantial if the drought lasts multiple years.



Summary

During the rationing the Maintenance staff will be responding end repairing all leaks as
they are detected so as to conserve as much water as possible. Also WAP (work
alterative personnel) will be employed in areas where hand watering may be more
efficient to save trees or shrubs then using the existing irrigation systems.  Adjustments
to this plan may be made throughout the year to achieve the goal of 45% reduction on
water usage and at the same time save as much of the plant life as possible,



(b)

Vice Mayor Stratford asked about the 15% contingencies. The City Manager indicated
the City had covered 100% of the cost up until this point and the contingency was for
inspections and work yet to be done by the City Engineer’s office.

No public comments were received.

Councilmember Medrano asked to postpone the projects approval until the CBCA made
their decision. Vice Mayor Stratford stated the Council should move forward and select
the favorable low bidder at this time,

The Council then discussed the cost of re-bidding the project and the monetary
difference doing so might make to the cost of the project. Mayor Pierce asked how long
the City had to award contract. The City Manager responded 30 days unless the Council
extended the deadline for awarding the contract.

The City Manager stated the Daffodil Hill committee’s first priorities were the monument
sign and landscaping.

It was moved by Vice Mayor Stratford, seconded by Councilmember Shuey to
adopt Resolution 10-2009 awarding a contract to Maxicrete, Inc. in the amount of
$199,167 as the lowest responsible bidder (Passed 4-1; Medrano-no).

It was moved by Councilmember Geller, seconded by Vice Mayor Stratford to
authorize the allocation of additional CIP interest-earned monies to the project, as
necessary, up to $31,000 (Passed 4-1; Medrano-no).

Consider and approve the City’s required Water Conservation Plan for irrigation of City
facility grounds and public landscaped areas during the declared drought period starting
May 1, 2009,

Mark Janney, Maintenance Supervisor presented the Water Conservation Plan stating
the City must cut water usage by 45% for landscaping and 15% for buildings as required
by the Contra Costa Water District (CCWD). He stated the Maintenance Department will
be monitoring the water usage and will encourage people to conserve water. For the
Landscaping Maintenance District he stated the Plan will require pooling the meters in
order to save the newest landscaping while letting turf and older landscaping bear the
brunt of the reduction in water. He stated most of the groundcover would not survive but
the Plan calls for keeping the trees and medians alive. For the City Parks (excluding The
Grove) the Plan will try to keep the playing areas semi-green and playable but the water
will be turned off on the edges. He stated as plant die they will be removed. For The
Grove park, a nearby abandoned well could be tested for feasibility of use and the
Department would be monitoring the use.

The Council questioned the feasibility of the well near The Grove park. The City
Manager stated the Maintenance Department was doing its due diligence in researching
ways to keep the park green.

Mr. Janney stated that since May 1* the sprinklers had been turned off and that water
banking from one month to the next was not allowed by the CCWD regulations.

It was moved by Councilmember Shuey, seconded by Vice Mayor Stratford to
approve the City's Water Conservation Plan for City facility grounds and public
landscaped areas (Passed 5-0 vote).

Minutes

May 5, 2009 Page 4
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ACTION ITEMS

Consideration of report on research and findings to expand the usage of City well water
for irrigation of City landscaping and plants within the Town Center and Clayton
Community Library areas, and request for funds to rehabilitate and reactlivate a City-
owned well on High Street.

Maintenance Supervisor Johnston presented the staff report stating staff had
researched the feasibility of renovating the existing well behind the Post Office in order
to irrigate landscaping in the downtown area. The cost for upgrading the well with a
5,000 gallon above ground holding tank is $26,393 but would allow the City to use less
metered water from the Contra Costa Water District. He stated drilling a new well could
cost over $40,000 and was not a guarantee of more water. He stated the project would
be funded from the CIP interest earnings and the ongoing maintenance would be
between $2,000 and $3,000. He noted the Library well has also been upgraded and
connected to provide well water for nearby Landscape District landscaping.

The Council discussed the option of obtaining a 10,000 gallon water storage tank.

Ted Meriam, Clayton resident thanked the City for coming up with creative solutions to
the water crisis. He asked the Council to consider an educational campaign to show the
citizens the historic nature of the wells, and stated he would like to have seen a return on
investment chart in the staff report.

The Maintenance Supervisor stated the monetary savings will be helpful but it heips
more to save pooled metered water for other areas of the City landscaping and turf.

It was moved by Vice Mayor Stratford, seconded by Councilmember Medrano to
authorize staff to renovate and equip the existing City well located in the public
right of way on High Street to provide un-metered irrigation water to The Grove
Park and public landscape in the Town Center, and allocate $26,393 from the
Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Budget's interest earnings to fund the project
(Passed; 5-0 vote).

Consideration and selection of material and cost option for replacement of the
deteriorated deck wood on the Black Diamond Plaza Bridge.

Maintenance Supervisor Johnston presented the staff report considering options for re-
decking of the Black Diamond Bridge. He stated Maintenance staff had looked at wood,
TREX, and plastic lumber as options. He stated over the years the Maintenance staff
has spent considerable time and money maintaining the wooden planks and that a more
maintenance free option would be the plastic lumber. The money for the replacement
decking would be taken from the Deferred Maintenance Account.

Vice Mayor Stratford asked how slippery is the proposed surface? The Maintenance
Supervisor stated the company said it is not slippery and is used for marine decking in
many projects.

Minutes

June 30, 2009 Page 4



Councilmember Shuey asked if someone from the company would be overseeing the
installation of the product. The Maintenance Supervisor stated the company is out of
Shingle Springs and would have representative available to the City.

Councilmember Shuey questioned the warranty period and what was covered under the
warranty. The Maintenance Supervisor stated the warranty covered splitting, wear and
fading for 50 years.

Councilmember Geller stated his concern was the limited amount of time plastic lumber
had been in use; he stated TREX had been around longer.

The Assistant to the City Manager commented that as part of the City's recycling
program the City is encouraged by state law (AB 939) to use recycled materials: this use
of recycled plastic could help the City meet its requiremenis.

Candace Bass stated she had walked on a similar surface and stated it looked natural,
attractive and was not slippery.

Mayor Pierce stated she believed plastic lumber is a great idea and is good way of
being environmentally sensitive.

It was moved by Councilmember Shuey, seconded by Vice Mayor Stratford to
authorize staff to use wood-grained plastic lumber (color-mink) as the
replacement material to renovate the deck surface of the Black Diamond Plaza
Bridge and approve the allocation of $30,162 from the Deferred Maintenance
Account to fund the maintenance project (Passed; 5-0 vote).
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Clayton is a small town, and small towns are about community. Community is about what we
hold in commeon, those values, traits, and interests that weave us together. The Trails and
Landscape Committee is a group of Clayton residents that volunteer to provide advice to the City
Council about the use of Measure B funds, to make suggestions about how to keep Clayton’s
roadside landscaping beautiful, and to steward its awesome network of trails and open space.

Because in Clayton we prize what’s small—particularly when it comes to government—we rely
on volunteers to provide the “extras” that make life in this community special. And when people
give of themselves, thanks are in order. I want to thank my colleagues who serve with me on the
Trails and Landscape Committee. This year we launched Clayton's Adopt-a-Trail program, and
I want to extend special thanks to the sponsors and volunteers that have stepped up to help keep
Clayton’s trails beautiful. Names of both groups can be found within this report.

1 ask all that read this report to join with us. There are many ways to serve, to give back, and to
connect. Please volunteer to maintain a section of trail—or to sponsor those that are willing to
do so. As I write this, we live and work in an extraordinary and difficult time. With the city
budget shrinking, the need for volunteers to extend and enhance our community is greater than
ever. We have many opportunities; I hope I get the chance to thank you for taking one.

Virginia Siegel
Chair

Photo used for cover art



LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE DISTRICT CELEBRATES ITS SECOND YEAR

The Citywide Landscape Maintenance District (“District™) ended its second year of operation on
June 30, 2009. It operates and maintains the public roadway landscaping and its irrigation
system, the trail system, and the “Clayton fountain™. It also provides weed abatement and fire
breaks in the open spaces. The District does not include any of the city parks, the City Hall and
Library yards, the athletic fields, or the downtown Grove Park which are funded by other taxes.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE DISTRICT

In 2003 the City Council created a Blue Ribbon Committee (“BRC”) made up of citizen
volunteers to evaluate the condition of the existing District which had been established in 1997
and which was set to expire on June 30, 2007. The BRC concluded that the original District had
been under funded since its inception and as a result the landscaping, trails and irrigation systems
had deteriorated substantially.

The BRC recommended Measure M which would have funded a number of capital improvement
projects and provided a greater level of routine maintenance at an annual assessment of $365 per
parcel. Measure M was voted down by the citizens in November 2005.

Afterward, the BRC scaled down their recommendation by deleting all capital improvements and
reducing the level of maintenance at an initial annual assessment of $196.77 per parcel. The
resulting Measure B was approved by 83% of the voters in a special election held in June 2007.

The current District began on July 1, 2007 and will be in effect for a period of 10 years. It will
expire on June 30, 2017.

Measure B also established a Citizens’ Oversight Committee that is familiarly known as the
Trails and Landscaping Committee (“TLC”) which advises the City Council and staff on matters
concerning the District budget, priorities, and responsibilities. The TLC consists of up to eleven
(11) non paid, volunteer citizens of Clayton and the Vice Mayor who serves as the City
Council’s non-voting representative in an ex-officio liaison capacity. The TLC currently meets
quarterly to oversee the operation of the District.

Photo and Artistic Rendering of Cardinet Trail by Julie Van Wyk




2008-2009 TLC MEMBERS

Citizens who served on the TLC from July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009 are:

Member Name Term of Office Expires
Candace Bass (former Chairperson) 30 June 2009

David Disend 30 Fune 2009

David Johnson 30 June 2009

Virginia Siegel (Chairperson) 30 June 2009

Bill Vineyard 30 June 2009

JoAnn Caspar 30 June 2010 (Second term)
Victor Geisler (former Vice-Chairman) 30 June 2010 (Second term)
Jerry Kosel (Vice-Chairman) 30 June 2010 (Second term)
Kelly Marshall 30 June 2010 (Second term)

Julie Pierce (former Ex-Officio)
Hank Stratford (Ex-Officio)

Photo of Mt. Diablo Creek Trial by Linda Pinder. Artistic Rendering by Suzanne Lawson




ADOPT-A-TRAIL BEGINS

In October 2008, the City Council approved the Adopt-A-Trail program which was proposed and
development by members of the TLC. The program aims to:

* Augment financing provided by Measure B.

* Provide a venue for volunteers to help Clayton maintain and enhance its trail network
* Make the trails cleaner

* Celebrate the trails’ sponsors and volunteers.

* Foster civic pride through volunteerism, philanthropy, and cleanliness

The TLC has identified 11 trail segments to adopt. Each segment can have two adopters: a
financial adopter and clean-up adopter. Adopters as of June 30, 2009 are:

Trail Segment Financial Adopter Clean-up Adopter

Cardinet (Library to Lydia Lane)  Black Diamond Electric The Pauline Family

Bruce Lee None Jeff Waldron

Blue Oak CD Federal Credit Union =~ Employees of CD Federal
Credit Union

Lower Easley None Kinder Care

Donner Creek None BSA Troop 262 & 284

Markers are installed at the time a financial donor adopts a trail segment.

i e
Georgo
Cardingt

A packet of Adopt-A-Trail information and the budget is attached.



STREET PAVING PROJECT ALLOWS HIGHLY USED TRAILS TO BE UPGRADED
ECONOMICALLY

The popular Mt. Diablo Creek and Upper Easley (Bruce Lee) Trails are highly used by our
citizens and, as a result, have experienced significant degradation over time. Both of these trails
have a tread with an asphalt base and chip seal surface. In March 2008 the District staff
produced the “Trails Inventory and Evaluation” report which stated that the Mt. Diablo Trail was
in the worst shape of any of the city’s asphalt trails. It had major cracking on most of its surface
and was in need of repair. Simply adding a new chip seal would not be sufficient. The asphalt
base needed to be replaced. The Upper Easley Trail was also reported to have many cracks and
in need of repair but it was determined that a new chip seal surface would probably provide years
of future service. The cost of repaving either or both trails as a stand alone project would be
prohibitive.

Fortunately, the City maintenance department had budgeted for a planned street repair in the
summer of 2008. By combining the trail repair with the street paving project, the District was
able to take advantage of “economies of scale™ and repave both trails with asphalt at half the
standard price.

(Upper Easley Trail — before repaving)

{Upper Easley Trail — after repaving)



(Mt. Diable Creek Trail — after repaving)



45 % WATER REDUCTION BEGAN IN MAY

Contra Costa Water District ordered the District to reduce water usage by 45% (vs. 15% for
homeowners) beginning May 1, 2009. Prior to that date, the District had begun to look for
alternative water sources to help offset the reduction. As of June 30, 2009, the District had
tapped an existing well to irrigate several medians and lawns near the Library. It had also gained
approval by the City Council to renovate an existing well behind the Post Office to irrigate the
Downtown raised planting boxes and the Grove Park. These well sources only partially make up
for the loss of water supply, so the District has begun a triage program in which the main
objective in order of priority is to save all of the trees, shrubs and selected ground cover.
Irrigation of lawns and bare areas has been shut off. As a result, the lawns and some plants have
begun to die. The District has also temporarily reduced trimming and fertilizing of the planting
areas in order to retard new growth. The standard maintenance and irrigation schedule will
resume once water rationing has ended. At that time, the TLC will begin to determine what
should be done in areas that have deteriorated due to lack of irrigation. A more detailed
discussion can be found in the attached “Water Rationing Plan”.

TLC RECOMMENDS BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009-2010 TO CITY COUNCIL

In May of 2009, the TLC submitted a proposed budget to the City Council which was based on
the existing FY2008-2009 assessment subject to adjustment by the not yet announced Consumer
Price Index (CPI) but capped to a 3% maximum increase per Measure B. Subsequently, the CPI
was published at an increase of 0.8% and in July 2009, the City Council adopted an annual
assessment of $894,396 or $204.06 per residential parcel or non residential parcel acre. A copy
of the adopted budget and further explanation of Fund 210 is attached.

Photo and Artistic Rendering of Lamp Post and Bridge - Cardinet Trail
By Julie Van Wyk




THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS TO THE DISTRICT

The TLC wishes to thank the following people and organizations for their time, effort, and
financial support for the District:

* Clayton Valley Garden Club for continuing to provide plant material and maintenance for the
raised planter boxes downtown on Main and Center Streets.

* Local artists Suzanne Lawson and Julie Van Wyk for providing the beautiful artwork and
photos of the trails included in this years’ report.

* Linda Pinder for photos and report layout.

* The Clayton Pioneer newspaper for publishing articles about the District authored by Candace
Bass, Committee member.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH CONTINUES

Both the TLC and the District continue to reach out to the public to keep citizens informed of
their activities in a variety of ways which include:

* Inviting the public to attend quarterly TLC meetings.

* Requesting comments and questions via email to cityinfo(@ci.clayton.ca.us

* Posting meeting minutes at the City website at www.ci.clayton.ca.us

* Presenting summaries of TLC meetings at City Council and CBCA meetings.
* Publishing “Round the Yard” quarterly reports of maintenance staff activities.
* Submitting articles about the District to the Clayton Pioneer newspaper.

* Maintaining a display about the District in the entrance to the library.

VOLUNTEERS WELCOME

The members of the TLC invite you to join!

Attachments

* Adopt-A-Trail Program Information Packet and Budget
* 2009-2010 Adopted Budget and Fund 210 Discussion

* Articles about the District in the Clayton Pioneer (July 2008 to June 2009)
* Water Rationing Plan
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This is the inaugural year of the Clayton Adopt-a-Trail program. The program aims to:

Augment financing provided by Measure B

Provide a venue for volunteers to help Clayton maintain and enhance its trail network
Make the trails cleaner

Celebrate the sponsors and volunteers that help Clayton keep the trail network one of the
distinguishing characteristics of our community

. Foster civic pride through volunteerism, philanthropy, and cleanliness

The Trails and Landscape Committee has initially identified 11 trail segments to adopt. Each segment can
have two adopters: a financial adopter and a clean-up adopter. Besides paying the annual fee ($1,000 for
financial adopters and $200 for clean-up adopters), clean-up groups must identify a leader/contact person

and complete the attached form. Markers are installed at the time a financial sponsor is found for that trail

segment.

Segments are assigned on a first-come, first-served basis. Adopters wanting recognition on the trail markers
must also provide information that conforms to the city design specs for the markers.

Up to 10 T-shirts will be provided to each clean-up group.
If you are interested in participating in this program or would like additional information please leave your

contact information on the Adopt - A — Trail Hot Line at 6§73- 7369, and a Committee member will retum
your call.




City of Clayton

Clayton Adopt-a-Trail Program

APPLICATION
Date:
Adopt-a-Trail Group:
TYPE OF Sponsor {circle one) Financial Labor
Group Contact:
Contact's Mailing Address:
Phone Number: Email;

Requested Segment to
Adopt:

Tentative Start Date:

Average number of volunteers per work day:

STATEMENT OF AGREEMENT

As representative of this organization, | have read and agree to abide by the policies, regulations and safety
recommendations as put forth by the City of Clayton's Public Works and Engineering Department. |
understand that this is an application for the Adopt-a-Trail program and that a representative from the city
will contact me to finalize an agreement. | understand that the Department will make the final determination
as to whether a group can participate and the final segment assignment designation. | understand that each
volunteer must sign & City of Clayton Voluntary Service Agreement and Liability Waiver before participating
in the program. Finally, | understand that the city reserves the right to terminate this agreement at any time.

{signature/date}
Group Coordinator
ADOPT-A-TRAIL WORK PLAN

Proposed Program Plan for:

[Insert Segment Name]



Adopt-a-Trail Projects could include but are not limited to the following items, please mark all that apply to

your project. This must be approved by the Depariment of Public Works and Engineering before work can
begin.

Suggested Project ltems

___ Pick up litter and debris {required) __ Monitor/report maintenance needs (req)
___ Remove weeds {required) ___ Planttrees*

__ Raking and sweeping (required) ___ Plant and maintain flowerbeds*
— Minor repairs of surfaces/fumishings

__ Other

“The planting of all flowers, trees and other plants must be pre-approved by the city. Support for special
projects by adopting organizations will be arranged through the Trails and Landscaping Committee.

WORK SCHEDULE

Each group is required to have at least one work day every 4 months {total of 3 per year). Please list

tentative dates for each work day. You will be expecied to inform the Department of any date changes at
least 2 weeks in advance.

Work Day #1 Additional Work Days
Work Day #2

Work Day #3

(signature/date) (signature/date)

Group Coordinator (for the Trails and Landscaping Committee)



POLICIES

»  The city will provide necessary trash bags, debris pickup, and hauling to ensure the success of
ongoing tasks.

*  Adopting organizations may keep and haul away for resale off site all recyclable trash they pickup.

= No one under the age of 14 may participate without adult supervision.

*  While performing services at special project sites adopters will conform, at a minimum to the State
of California Standard Specifications for hours of work, noise abatement, traffic control, erosion
control, fire protection and management of materials.

(signature/dale) (signature/date)

Group Coordinator [for the Trails and Landscaping Committee]

Please return application to

For questions, please contact

Phone email

Payment received:
Date

By:
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ﬁ1 2" overall
sign

height

CITY OF CLAYTON

Peacoqk
Creek

Trail
1.27 Miles

Trail Grade
75% Steep

25% Level

Surface
Crushed Granite

COMCAST
Cable

Clayton Valley
Little League

6" total sign width \——/

G

8°x 8" wood mitered rouied post w/metal sign
{brown background/white lettering} mounied inset onto post




Adopt a Trail FY 08-09

Adopters/Revenues

Name Sponsor Type
Pauline Family Volunteer Labor
Black Diamond Electric Financial

Jeff Waldron Volunteer Labor
Available Financial Sponsor
Employees of

CD Federal Credit Union Volunteer Labor
CD Federal Credit Union Financial Sponsor

Kinder Care (Knowledge Leaming Center) Volunteer Labor

Available Financial Sponsor
BSA Troops 262 & 284 Volunteer Labor
Available Financial Sponsor
GSA Troops 30429 & 31895 Volunteer Labor
CBCA Financial Sponsor

Trail Section
Cardinet Trail (Library - Lydia Ln Pk)

Cardinet Trail (Library - Lydia Ln Pk)

Bruce Lee Trail
Bruce Lee Trail

Blue Oak Trail
Blue Oak Trail

Lower Easley Trail
Lower Easley Trail

Donner Creek Trail
Donner Creek Trail

Cardinet Trail (Lydia Ln Pk - Westwood Pk)
Cardinet Trail (Lydia Ln Pk - Westwood Pk)

Amount Date
Recvd Recvd

$200 2/3/2009
$1000  2/3/2009

$200 2/3/2009

$200 2/9/2009

$1000  2/9/2009

$200 4/14/2009

$200 6/30/2009

not yet received in process
not vet received in process

Total Revenues $3000
Adopt a Trail Expenses

Date purpose Amount
3/8/2009 19.5 hrs maintenance temp labor make/ install signs $219.00
4/17/2009 materials for sign posts $1527.34
6/23/2009 signs printing (bay area barricade) $98.87
6/30/2009 t-shirts $289.51
Total Expenses $2134.72

6/30/09 Account Balance: $3000.00 - $2134.72 = $865.28



Chty of Clayton
Landscape Min District CFD 2007-1 Fund 210

Estimated Budget 2008-10
2007-08 2008-09 2008-08 2008-09 2003-10
Account Account Actual Adopted Actual Projected Proposed
Number . Name 63072008 Budget  S/31/2000 _ 6/30/2009 Bud
7911__ Salartes/Regular 141,523 202,256 | 110,419 153,634 154,000
7112 Temporary Help 76,850 75115 | 67,085 92,830 93,000
7113 Overtime
7218  LTD Insurance 1,585 1,821 1,181 1,602 1,602
7220 PERS Retiramant 31,553 46378 25,069 34,978 35,000
7221 __ City Attorney PERS
7231 __ Workers Comp Insurance 6,626 5,305 5,736 5,736 5,600
7232 Unemployment Insurance 1,810 840 1,223 1,843 1,900
__7233  FICA and Medicare 8,085 8678 _5858 8,459 8,500
7248 Beneit Insurence 23,858 58,652 | 21,124 20,324 26,500 |
1 5 eral §ugp'lios 47,808 38,718 23,823 38,718 38,718 |
731 ] lacement 3,455 20,000 6,635 ,_.gse 20,000 |
7333 Gas & Electric Serv. 24,537 26,240 21,453 26,24 26,500
7338 Water Service 168,146 185,000 108,583 165,000 120,259 |-
7342  Machinary! Equip Maint. 7,604 8,758 11,443 11,443 8,758 |
7343 Vehlcle Malntenance 1,218 8,334 _1e 3,000 8,334
7344  Vehkcle Gas, Oll, and Supplies 8,514 8,484 4,371 6,000 8,494
7381 Property Tax Admin Cost 3,701 3,152 3,182 3,349 3,085
7388 Misc. Expenses (Spedial Eleclion) 38,485 - E
7412 Ciher Prof. Services 124,768 133,852 568,587 132 485 133,761
7485 _ Capital Equl 36,714 - - - -
7486 CERF Chamges/Depreciation 12,936 2,036 - 12,838 12,836
7615 Propery Taxes 3,048 3,048 2,274 3,048 3,048
8101  Transfer to Genaral Fund 26,8 970 28,870 20,228 28,870 28,070
Towl Expansss 807,157 874,650 | 487,225 761,271 738,065
4504 Claylon LMD Assessment 860,852 850,000 488,014 BR7,208 804,396
5601  Interest 10,462 31,650 3.814 4,600 3,000
5608  Unrealized Inv Gain/loss {1,380) -
Total Revenue 860,934 881.650 491,828 201,788 807,386
Annual Balance (Shortfall) 62,777 7.000 (5.397) 130.527 169.331
Beginning Fund Balance 100,455 163,233 163,233 163.233 293,760
Ending Fund Balance 163,233 170,233 157 B36 203,760 453,081
7419  Wlidland Resource Mpmt 61,450 33,600 61,450 61,450
Gate welding - 380 380 390
Waraner Brothers -Tree trimming 15,000 4,850 15,000 15,000
Paco Pumps
Waraner Bros Svc 1 x per yr+2 x {rails 31,800 - 20,500 30,385
NBS Admin Fees 3,800 3,943 3,900, 3,800
Marte! Water Systems
Rodent Control 5,500 3,305 5,500 5,500
Advertlsing for TEMP labor 734 734 734
New Signs 2,160 2,180 -
Watsr Festure Extra + rupair conlingency 4,980 8,602 1,071 6,031 8,602
Watar Feature $650x12 7.800 6,780 7,800 7,800
Total 4,960 133,852 56,632 132,465 133,761
7311 Herbicldes 13,720 13,720
Fertilizer 5,000 5,000
Irrigation 15,000 15,000
Misc Supplias 4,280 658
38,000 38,718

Extra to run pump for fountain
10 events (31 days & $160=54960.)

Art n Wine, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Halloween Parade/Ghosti Walk, Veterans Day, Xmas Tree Lighting,

Presidents Day, Thanksglving, Garden Tours, Oktoberfest



B. Citywide Landscape Maintenance District — Fund No. 210

In June 2007, Clayton voters approved a replacement real property tax to continue
funding the operation and maintenance of our citywide public landscaped areas. This
annual tax is specifically for costs associated with roadway medians and parkways, our
trails system, open space weed abatement and irrigation, and also funds the “Clayton
Fountain®. Maintenance of City Parks is not included as an authorized expense under
the District's act; park maintenance obligation falls to the City's General Fund. Citywide
public landscaping services have always been funded by a special revenue tax levied
on private properties throughout the City. The District is completing its second year of a
10-year approved operation (Measure B) and its citizens' oversight committee (Trails
and Landscaping Committee) meets quarterly to ensure the promised maintenance
standards and efficiencies are achieved with these special-purpose tax revenues.

Pursuant to the terms of voter-approved Measure B, the special tax rate may be
modified annually by the change in the Consumer Price Index (CPl; San Francisco —
Bay Area) from April to April. In no event shall the tax rate be increased by more than
3% each year. The CPI change (from April 2008 to April 2009) arrived at 0.8%. The
District's revenue projection was increased by that factor accordingly and is set at
$894,396.

The Landscape Maintenance District opens the fiscal year with a projected positive
equity of $293,760, up significantly from last year due to under-expending in FY 08-09
by $130,527. There are several underlying causes for this return of District monies to
the District's reserve:

1) Measure B's approved Budget allowed for the funding of one (1) more permanent
Maintenance Worker to the organization to manage irrigation system controls
and leaks. The District has not filled the position during the first two years of
operation, relying instead on seasonal and temporary workers to manage this
need. By doing so, the District “saved” approximately $80,000 each year in
salary and compensation benefits; and

2) Certain Landscape District plants routinely die (e.g. Emerald Carpet ground
cover in the arterial medians) and area sprinkler heads have been shut off
accordingly so as not to water the dirt. In addition, the District's elevated level of
responding to and repairing irrigation system leaks and correcting overspray has
reduced water use. Consequently, metered water purchases were lowered by
$20,000 in FY 08-09 along with other forced water conservation measures.

An enormous impact on the Landscape District's operation this fiscal year will be the
declared drought conditions and the severe water conservation reductions imposed on
outdoor watering by the Contra Costa Water District (CCWD). While homeowners have
been placed under a 15% reduction plan, cities and large water outdoor water
consumers have been saddled with a 45% mandatory water reduction order. With
irrigation cutbacks of that magnitude, the City Council found it necessary to sacrifice
certain water-intensive landscape (e.g. turf) in the District in order to sustain the more
valuable plants and mature signature trees of the District. Therefore, the District budget
plans on using [purchasing] less metered water this coming fiscal year and the Water
Service account has been reduced by approximately $45,000.



Other significant expenses of the District include the annual weed abatement Citywide
($30,385 for the fire season), and the huge expense of $61,450 to abate noxious and
exotic weeds in the Oakhurst Hills (a condition of project approval for the Oakhurst
residential development). The annual $20,000 in Measure B monies is set again in
Account No. 7316 for District landscape improvements, which the Trails and
Landscaping Committee has targeted initially for Trail System recovery and upgrades.

The District's ending fund balance on 30 June 2010 is projected to be $453,091, which
now equates to a reserve of 61% to its annual operation budget. This reserve growth is
confirmation the City does not siphon surplus monies of the District into its General
Fund. lts monetary existence will be crucial once the water drought is over and the

District examines priorities to replace landscape lost during the extreme water
conservation measures.






List of Articles in the Clayton Pioneer (July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009)

Author
Bass
Bass
Bass
Steiner
Steiner
Steiner
Bass
Bass
Bass
Bass
Bass
Steiner

Bass

Date

July 11, 2008
Aug 22,2008
Sept 12, 2008
Sept 12, 2008
Oct 24, 2008
Nov 7, 2008
Nov 21, 2008
Dec 19, 2008
Jan 23, 2009
Feb 20, 2009
April 24, 2009
May 22, 2009

May 22, 2009

Title/Subject

Report Broken Sprinkler Heads Fast

Annual Report Details TLC’s Commitment to Community
City Works to Improve Mt. Diablo Trail

EBRPD Measure WW Could Bring Needed Funds to Clayton Trails
EMRPD Measure WW could mean funds for Clayton Trails
City Approves Adopt-A-Trail Program

TLC Salutes Manning/Walcutt for Landscape Efforts

TLC Calls for Residents to help with Recycling

TLC Reaches Out to Art Community

Most Popular Trail — Cardinet

Residents Can Pitch In to Keep Trails Clean

City Needs to Cut Landscape Water 45%

Rattlesnakes on Trails
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Report broken sprinkler heads fast

CANDACE BaAss
Special to the Pioneer

Clayton's Landscape District
represents about 8 percent of
Clayton’s overall city budget
About 20 percent of the
Landscape District budget is
spent on water. Duting the hot
summer months, the city expe-
riences more irrigation prob-
lems.

Most of the irrigation prob-
lems are due to broken sprin-
Ker heads throughout the dis-
trict. According to Mark Janney,
the meintensnce supervisor
who oversees the city’s public
irrigation system, people break
the sprinkler heads about 60
percent of the time. The vast
majority of these incidents are
inedvertent. Demage can occur
from evening joggers or people
in golf carts However, bored
kids are frequently responsible
for unscrewing the sprinkler
heads.

Janney estimates that the

remaining 40 percent are bro-
ken over time, the result of
aging parts or OVELETOwN 10Ot
from maturing shrubs and trees.

Uaforrunately, the conse-
quence of a broken sprinkler
head is a wasteful loss of water
and expense o the districe. If »
resident notices 1 sprinkler run-
ning during the day for more
then onc hour, Janney asks
them to call the dity at 673-7300
so that ipaintenance can
respond promptly. Residents
are abo chcouraged to report
any type of sprinkler malfunc-
ton at the city’s Website,
www.cityofcleyton.org.  Using
the pull down menu under
“Feedback,” click 'on “Contact
Us” Under “Comments”

. describe the problem and &xsct -

location, using names of streets
and specify landmarks if appli-
cable,

One of the Tmils and
Landscaping Committee’s out-
reach prioritics is to articulate
to the Clayton community how

the new funding and
Maintenance  Department’s
efforts have benefited the
Landscape District. To that end,
the citizen’s committee has
decided to communicate with
the Cleyton community on 2
monthly basis.
Predicated upon the mainte-
nance staff’s monthly progress,
residents may obtin informa-
tion from three sources
Resders will find & snmmary
cotitled “maintenance update”
in the Cluyton Pioneer. Some
maintenance tasks are sctusl
improvements realized because
of Measure B funding.
Residents will find 2 copy of
the report, “Round the Yard”
posted in the Clayton
copy of the report muy also be
reviewed within each TLC

JUNE MAINTENANCE UPDATE

s Al the lawns were mowed
twice in the district.

¢ Public landscaping was
mimmed in the following
areas;

¢« Old Marsh Creck Road
from Center Street to Marsh
Creck Road.

e Clayron Road eastbound,
from the fire station to
Peacock Creek Drive.

DiapLo PARKWAY.
o Annual weed abatement and
district’s firebreaks werc

» Assessment and repairs
wete made to the irrigation
Eystem.

Mmmnms
o Aectated all lawns in the pub-

lic landscape district.

Condast Bass it chair of the
TLC The cmmitie is adiowrned
watil Sept. 15. Rasidents oon bt
guestion 1o cityinfo@ei clyton .,
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August 22, 2008

Annual report details TLC’

commitment to the Community

CANDACE Bass
Special to the Pioneer

On¢ of the Trails and
Landscaping Committee’s key
tasks this year was to produce
its first annual report.

A seven-page report con-
taining colorful photographs of
the city's landscaping was sub-
mitted to the City Council for
apptoval at the July 1 meeting,
Following committec member
Bill Vineyard’s presentation, it
received unanimous approval
from the council,

The report summarizes the
committee and district accom-
plishments for the 2007-'08 fis-
cal year. It pays trbute to mem-
bers of the community who
gave time and/or resources to
the Landscape District during
the past year.

The annual report itself is
evidence of what can be
accomplished when members
reach outside their organization
to others in the community. In
this case, TLC members
Candace Bass, David Disend
and Vineyard collaborated with
former TLC member Linda
Pinder.

Pinder’s allegiance to the
TLC and its projects stems
from a combination of factors:

“a strong civic duty” attach-
ment to Clayton's public land-
scape and daily walks along the
trails and sidewalks. This devo-
tion is apparent in the photo-
graphs that she takes and shares
with the committee for special
projects. Pinder took most of
the photographs which appear
in the annual report.

Residents can obtain 2 copy
of the report and/or copies of
attachments by going to
www.ci.clayton.ca.us.  Under
City Council, click on Agendas,
July 1. Go to 7, Trails and
Landscaping Committee
Annual Report.

Attachments that follow the
seven-page report may be
downloaded. These include the
2008-2009 budget, a TLC
monthly Pioneer article, the
TLC brochure, a copy of the
Adopt 2 Trail Business Survey
and the proposed Adopt a Trail
program. A copy of the public
landscape district map delin-
cates open spaces, the public
roadway  landscape  and
Clayton’s beautiful trails system.
All items but the budget and
map were generated by TLC
voluniteers.

The TLC is open to ideas
from individuals and groups
who are interested in donating

their time or resources toward
projects which might benefit
the public landscape district.

SUMMER MAINTENANCE
UPDATE

During the hot summer
months, the city experiences
mote irtigation problems than
at other times during the year,
Residents can help mitigate
watet waste associated with bro-
ken sprinkler heads by respond-
ing promptly.

If a resident sees 2 sprinkler
running during the day for more
than one hour, they are asked to
call the city at 673-7300.
Residents ate also encouraged
to repott any type of sprinkler

malfunction at
wwweiclayton.caus.  Click
Feedback and drop down to the

Comment box and describe the
sprinkler location, using street
names and landmarks if appro-
priate. "

Free reminder cards with
instructions are available at the
TLC display table in the Clayton
Library lobby.

Candace Bass is chair of the
TLC. The comimistee is adjourned
untt! Sept. 15, Residents may submit
guestions  via  emarl 1o

aty@info. ci.clayton. ca.us.



September 12, 2008

Clty works to improve Mt. Diablo Creek Trail

=

T i \"‘JJ g

The Mr. Diaslo Cemx Tean wos
repaved batween Old Marth
Creak Rd ond Regency Dr.

CANDACE BASS
Special to the Pioneer

One of the greatest assets to
Clayton's landscape district this
past year way the significant
contribution made by the main-
tenance staff in the form of a
39.page report entided “Trails
Inventory and Eveluation.”

It provides a guideline to
build an effective trail manage-
ment program. The report has
been 2 walusble tool for those
who need to make decisions on
behalf of the landscape district.

Thus far, the Trails and
Landscaping Committec’s
(TLC) Trails Subcommittee has
used it to help develop an
Adopt-A-Trail Program and
the city maintensnce soff vsed
it duting their effort to upgrade
the Mt Diabio Creek Trail this

Clayton Pioneer « www.cleytonpioneer .com

summex (see map at left).

The Mt. Diablo Creek Tril
runs from Old Mash Creck
Road to Regency Dirive, along
the Mt Disblo Creck.
According to the trails invento-
1y and evaluation report, it was
in the worst shape of all the
asphalt emils within Clayton's
trails system. In all, 75 percent
of the lower section of the trail
was grestly deteriorated.

Because of the extent of the
damage, the trail could not be
crack sealed or siurry sealed,
which is a very thin surface seal.
Instesd, the existing surface was
ground down and comy
ond 1 new 2-inch layer of
asphalt was laid, The repaviag
extended to 3 pordon of the
upper Eaaley Truil.

According o ity engineer
Rick Angrisani, the cost for the
repeving of the il wea cut in

half because it wag included
with the sweet paving project
this summer.

Matk Janney, the mainte-
nance supervisor, says the new,
smoother surface allows for
almost any sort of usage
Previoualy, the il surface was
maintained with an oil and grav-
dl top called “chip seal,” which
Janney describes as “bumpier.”

Since the Aug, 1 compietion,
joggers and walkers have called
and emailed City Hall with
many compliments about the
ail's new surface.

Mike Townsend, whose fam-
ily uses the truil three to five
times per weck, described the
rcpaved (!Iﬂ I um.n HC
would like to sce the
extchd further along the Easley
Tril and perhaps along other
trails in the system.

However, he is seasitive
the financial limitations of the
district. Townsend envisions 3
community effort to raise
money to help improve the
trils and would be willing to
volunteer for such s project.

“The trail system is fantas.
tic,” he reports. “Trails are what
make Clayton what it is”

Residents may obin a copy
of the trils inventory and eval-

‘ustion report at the city

Website, wew.cidlayton.ca.us,
Click on Local Government
Then go to Tmils and
Landscaping Committee and
click on the March agenda.
The TLC invites the public
to brng queations acd com-
ments to the meetings. The next
meeting is scheduled for 7 pam.
Mondsy, Sept. 15, in the
Clayton Comtounity Library
Meeting Room., Residents may
lso email quesdons to dtyin-
fo@e«i.clayton.caus

Condact Bast i chaiv of the
Trdils and Landseape Cormmittes.



EBRPD’s Measure WW could bring
needed funds to Clayton’s trail system

TAMARA STEINER
Clayton Pioneer

The city will pocket almost

$500,000 in grants for improve-
ments and additions to the city’s
trail system if voters approve the
extension of the Regional Open
Space, Wildlife, Shoreline and
Parks Bond which is on the bal-
lot this November as Measure
WW. If the measure passes, it
will provide $500 million to the
East Bay Regional Park District
for land acquisition and capital
projects as well as grants to
cities, countes and special dis-
trcts.

The city’s share of Measure

WW funds would be $492,833
and could be used for erosion
control, shoulder repairs and
repaving. Clayton’s landscape
budget allots only $20,000 for
capital improvements to the trail
system.

When the original bond
measure passed in 1998, Clayton
received $235,491 which was
spent on the Keller House and
trail improvements,

At the Sept. 2 city coundil
meeting, the EBRPD asked the
city of Clayton to adopt a reso-
Iution in support of the measure.

Councilmen Dave Shuey and
Mayor Gregg Manning both
voted in favor of the resolution.

Council members Julie Pierce
and Hank Stratford voted
against adoption. Bill Walcutt
was absent,

Pierce and Stratford doubt
whether EBRPD has set aside
sufficient money for the opera-
tion and maintenance of the
additional lands they would
acquire if Measure WW passes.

“T have concerns about the
vast tracts that ate already pro-
tected by the Urban Limit Line
and afe in prvate hands and are
being maintined with private
money,” said Pierce. “If the patk
buys these lands, theyll no longer
be ptivate and we could end up
with 2 maintenanee tax.”

“'Thc
$492,000 is nice, but the price is

H »n

Stratford  agtees,

- Shuey shared some of their
concerns, however he voted in
favor of supporting the measure.
“The $492,000 is available
now...I'm afraid if it doesn't
pass, we may not get another -
chance.”

The resolution will come up
for approval again at the Oct. 21
meeting. With all five members
present, it's expected that the
majority will vote to support the
measure. ‘

For mors information on Measure
WW go to wwwebparks.org.
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EBRPD Measure WW could
mean funds for Clayton trails

If vowers pass the East Bay
Regional Park  Districe
Space, Wildlife, Shorebne and
Parks Bond extension (Mcoasure
WWW) on Now. 4, Clayron will
pocket atmiost $300,000 fr need-
od tmail improvemens.

The measure extends the $225
bond passed in 1986 without rais-
present rane of $10 per vear per
SI00K

Of the $500 million raised by
Measure \WW, §373 milion (75
percent) will fund reginnal park
acquisitons and capital projects,
with $262 million {7 percent) hold
in reserve for uranticipated furure
needs and opportunities,

Pmceeds from the bond will
go for the acquisivon of addigon-

£ lo wumclparkiory,

al packlands including the develop- |
ment of a pew Regional Park at |
the Concord Naval Weapons |
Station. :
In addidon, $125 million (25 :
percent) of the proceeds will gowy
cities, spedal park and rcreaton
districrs, and county service areas |
fur Mmﬂtmdmmm :
ices. Clavtons gramr will be
$492833. i

The funds can be used for rail
improvements including pave-
ment sepait and (verby and for -

The Ciry Coundil was expocted
to pass a resolution supporting the
bond measure gt the Ocr. 21 mext- ¢
mg.

For sare informeation on EBRPD
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Adopt-A Trail is coming o

! Clavwon. Busincsier and commu-

; nity groups will soon have an

, UppOTTUNIY U SpOnSOT 4 -

i ment of oog of Clhayton® many

traile,

Beginning cody in 2009,

ETOUPS Cun Sponsor 4 wail in o

_ weays—uith a $1000 donaduon, or

i wirh a 20X} donatin and 2 oym-

miment 1o priwide mainnanee
Iabor.

When the  Landscape
Muintenanee  Disuict  was
approved m 2007, it providad tor
a barcbones ozil maintenance
budget. The Adopt-A-Trail pro-
gram i 2 way 10 offset the coar of
mainuining and improwving the
trail system while  providing
anotha voluneer apporhinity
for Clayroaians, Annual revenuc
from the progmam could poten-

ually 10p $12,000.

“1 hope we get to the point
where we are auctioning off
sponsorships” sgid 20 eothusiag-
tic Jubie Picrce, Clayuons vice
mayor.

The Tails snd laodscape
Commince, which oversees the
Landscape District budjres, it rec-
ommending 26 narkers ;1 Srawc-
gic Jocatom along the mails A
marker would include pertinent
wail wformaton end te name

C1ty approves TLC Ad;)pt;A—;Traﬂ -;)f;)gram

and logo ol the il sponsors,
Fach scpment could have wo
sponsors, one 51000 conutbutor
and the other providing $200 and
the Isbor. Both spontors would
be listed on the sign.

First year coms of the pro-
yram arc estimated au 3HL000
and would mchsde he inidal
invesument in the 26 umil markers
#nd  t-shire for sponsoring
groups members.

Tralls
from page 1

For more information or w0
ERpTSs yout imerest in becom-
inge an Adopt-A-Trail sponsor,
emil TLC member, David
Disend, dsdisond(@ymaail com.

Claywon has kong been recog-
pized 85 one of the most walka
ble towms in the Bay Area.
Within its 4.2 squarc miles, there
are 27 miles of 1mils. Some are
flar and some arc hilly: Somc are
Fuudn.mlmamdm.'l‘hac
wre wails for walkers, hikers, bik-
ers and horses.

A complese wmap of ol
Clayren rruile is upailable af Gils
Hafl, 6000 RHeritupy Trail for
f2.
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taneoutly Jose two dedicated cotmdl mem- -

Claytons mayor in 1992, 1997, 2002 and

TLC salutes Manning/ Wakutt for landscape rﬁom

CANDACE Bass bers - Msyor Gregg Manning and 2005,
il Y Mlnnmg?:dealmtthavemnd S <o -
acom-  the countil for cight years. He began serving
In December, when our community ush- hined tofsl of eight mayoral terms. in 1990 and was clected mapor in 1993,
€ dn two new, City Coungil members, Joe has been & Clayton resident since 1979 and 2 However, 1 job transfer interrupted his first
Medrano aad Howard Geller, we will simml-  council member since 1986, He served s

See Landscape, pags 19

mayoral term, He was elected
again in 2000. He served as
; mayorihen.tndigninm 2007.

| While serving ms coyncil
| members, Manning and
| WWaloutt played integral roles
| during the crucial * primery
yeats of the Blue Ribbon
Committee {BRC) and the
Trails and Landscaping
Committee (TLC).

In the fall of 2003, the City
Council created the Blue
Ribbon Ad-Hoe Citizen'’s
Advisory Committee to devise
a strategic plan o guide the
Landscape . Maiatenance
District (LMD). It was decided
that the vice mayor should be
assigned to the committee.

In Jaouaty 2004, the BRC
met for.the first time. Manning
served as the BRC's conncdl lisi-
soh. Since then, the vice mayor
bas serwed a8 coungil liaison to
the citzen’s committee that
ovirsees the landscape district.
One of BRC's missions was to
drew up a stmategic plan to
guide the LMD, which was set

} )

Landscape, from page 1

to expire in 2007, Eventually,
the group proposed Measure M
- which -would bave created 2
new LMD with sdequate fund-
ing for both routine mainte-
nance and capital improve-
ments. However, in November
2005, Measure M was rejected
by the voters.

“They over-reached, initial-
ly” Manning recalls of the
BRC. “The members were
great; they were dedicated.
The wanted more, but
they didn't Jike the price.

The BRC disbanded. In its
place, the City Council formed
a permanent citizen’s advisory
committee, the Trails and
Landscaping Committee.
Walcutt, vice mavor at the
fime, became the TLC's first
Lisison,

He says the BRC was dif-

ferent from the TLC in a few
ways. “Measure M was too
confusing and tried to do too
much,” he notes. “The citizen
group was too small and did
not hzve broad-based commu.

nity representation.

“TLC had the beaefit of a
failed measure,” he adds. “Tt
helped (the committee) write
the next measure”

Walcutt points out “the
concern and dedicstion” of
the TLC members. After
Measure M was voted down,
many volunteers camv back to
work on the second committee
to come up with the second
measure. "] was so impressed
by that,” he says.

In 2007, Manning served as
the second council lisison to
the TLC. Ultimately, 2 com-
promise Measure B wus passed
by the voters in 2007, creating
2 new LMD for 10 years.
Fioancing of the IMD was
limited to maintenance only,
with no fonds for capital
improvement projects. A per-
manent citizen’s oversight
committee was also estab-
lished us part of the measure,

Manning sees the BRC 25
the “trailblazers who devised
the method,” while the TLC is
*'the watchdog,”

“Modvating members, once
you get the poal, is tough,” he

adds,

Walcua believes one of the
best things sbout the TLC was
the give and take from the
community. “T strongly believe
that the more community

input, more opinions end
more debate thet you have and
the more differences of opin-
ion, you will come together
with a better solution in the
long term,” he says. “The key
at the end of the day is you go
out as frends. Don't take it
personally.”

Manning says that the
members of the TLC work
together toward a common
goal, such as the current trail
Pproject.

“It's persistence,” he says.
“Sty with the process. It’s a
beginning. The committee and
the community need to realize
that. The first attack on 2 proj-
ect doesn't always work.”

The TLC imviter the pubkic 1o
its mext meeting, 7 pom. Dec 15 in
tht Library Meeting Room, 6125
Clayton Road. Residents may alse
submit questions by email to

atyinfol@a.clayton.ca.ns.
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TLC calls for residents to
help city with recycling

. CANDACE Bass
Special io the Pioneer

A 32-ounce beer can stoffed
inside the branches of @ shrub
growing along Oukhurst Drive
A ‘tlf-filled plasic borte
thrown salong the curb of
Clayton Rogd. A plastc bag
caught on the branches of one
of the eees near the librery.
These are just 2 few of the
numerous and diverse examples
of Clayton litter collected by the
Trails and Landscupe
Commiteee chair one day.

These items, many of which
were comprsed of recyclable
contuiners, quickly filled rwo
bags after two walks. They made
their way to @ presentstion at g
TLC mecting and how public
littering impacts our landscapc
district became 2 topic of dis-
cussion,

“Ie was depressing,” TLC
vice chair Victor Geisler recalls
of the litter display. “Cleanliness
and presenmtion are aspects of
Clayton which set us apant from
other surrounding communities.
Having garbage collect in visible
areas detracts from these
ﬁd&"

According to the Kecp
Glifornia Beantifu) Website, an
alumicam can will take 200-500
years to decompose, while s
plastic bag may take 10-20 years
to detetiorute. Such materials
condld be recycled instead of left
to tot in our public landscaping
or landfill.

At this dme of the year,
when gift paper and other paper
goods arc used in shundaoce,
even mote garbape accumulates
in our homes‘and dities. Some
of it mey ultimately wind up in
our public landscape.

As 4 WAy to prevent ensuing
covironmental consequences,
mmany communities are encous-
aging residents to reduce waste
over the holidays by timiting the
number of wrapped presents.
People can accomplish this by
giving time o talent gifs, or by
giving enterminment gifts —
such as tickets to movie theaters
or gift certificates. Other ideas
include substituting reusable gift
bags for wrepping paper or
sending seasonal gresting cands
made with recyclahle papet

Stll others are giving to-the
greaer good by making & con-
tribution to a favorite -Organiza-
tion or cause Some concemed
Clayton residents heve taken
that step by making e donation
toward a recycling receptacle to
be located at the entrance to the
Clayton Community Library.

Jovee Atkinson, president of
the Library Foundation, is &
self-prociaimed “big recycler”
She believes heving 4 recyceling
receptacle near the  library
“would be a good idea.”

Encoursging residents to
develop the habit of depositing
bowdes and cans inm ¢ desigost-
ed receptacle has several bene-
fits for the community. This will
improve the library grounds and

surrounding roadway landscape,
where the litter often collects.
Additonally, recyding practices
saves the city money. Our dity is
subject to fines il residents do

not meet recycling stendards

imposed by the state.

The receptacle for the
libmery will be similar to four
recently ordered by the city with
state grant money and destined
for the Grove Park (which is not

part of the Landscape District). -

Bach recyclable garbage
receptacle is constructed of
recyclable plastic and cost
$1,621, with shipping, Thus far,

the city has received $500 in |

donations. Those who make 2
sizahle donation may arrange to

have 1 plaque on the receptacle. -
Linds Pinder is a0 example -

of a resident who has donated
in thit manner in the past, when

ah:dommdamocpndcfmﬂx g

grassy knol]l behind Diamond
Termace.
Donstions are tax deductible
and checks may be made out to
the City of Clayton. Memo
“Recyding Can.” Residents moy
tither drop off checks or mail

them w0 City Hall, 6000

Heduge Trail, Clayton, CA
94517,
The next TLC meeting Mar,

16 st 7 pm. in the Library
Moeting Room. Residents may

wubmit questions or comments
to info{@ci.clayron.ca.us.
Candaer Bass is chair of the

Clayton Trails and Londuape |
Conmeitty:.
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» Members of Clayton’s
¢ Trails  and Landscaping
Committee  (TLC)  have

tion for the natural beauty
which permeates much of the
' landscape district. The dis-
' trict includes the roadway
| landscape, the open space and
. the Clayton trails system. In
| essence, the district s
i Clayton’s canvas.
| Embedded in that canvas
| are many beautiful assets
' which we can enjoy through-
- out most of the year: a sunset
, behind a silhouette of an his-
‘toric oak tree, 2 wisp of fog
rencircling an entrance to the
‘Cardinet Trail, fallen autumn
leaves  floating along M.
‘Diablo Creek or a patch of
icolorful wildflowers that has
'sprung up in one of the open
‘spaces.
¢ This is Clayton’s wallpaper,
‘These images beckon us and
set us apart from our other
urbzn neighbors.
There are many Websites

|
| always had a strong apprecia-
)
i

CANDACE BASS
TRAILS AND
LANDScAPE

that showcase scenic photos of
nature. However, Clayton resi-
dents are fortunate to experi-
ence beautiful scenery by turn-
ing to our backyards, neigh-
borhood trails or open space.
We can enjoy the beauty which
many of us work to preserve
beauty which is unique to
Clayton.

One of the TLC's latest
projects is to impart an appre-
ciation for these resources and
to raise local awareness of the

landscape district by enlisting
the help of the art community.
The committee hopes the
partnership will be initiated
with 2 TLC display in the
library.

JoAnn Caspar, outreach
subcommittee member,
believes that adding artwork to
the display would give new-
comers and visitors a visual
impression of what Clayton
has to offer.

“It would advertise how
beautiful the city is,” she says.
“It could possibly attract peo-
ple to town. It might even
encourage them to eventually
shop here one day.”

Arlene Kikkawa-Nielsen,
director of the Creekside
Artists Guild, is supportive of
local artists and photographers
who might consider contribut-
ing their talents to 2 TLC proj-
ect. “Visual arts allows for
more creative expression,” she
notes. “Nature inspires us to
do many things. The nature
along our trails can be the cre-

"TLC reaches out to arts community

ative inspiration behind many
expressions, including tradi-
tional art and photography as
well as the written word and
the exploration of science.”

She believes the success of
the venture will be created by
those who “actively share their
passions to nqurture its
growth.” D

Residents 18 and older who
have photographs, renderings
or other arwork of the public
roadway landscape, open space
or the Clayton trails system are
invited to submit samples of
theit work. Initially, artwork
will be used to enhance the
information displayed in the
library lobby. For more infor-
mation, contact Candace Bass
at c_e_bass@yahoo.com.

The next TLC meeting will
be 7 p.m. March 16 at the
library, 6125 Clayton Road.

Candace Bass is the chairperson
of the City's Trails and Landseape
Committes. Please send comments to

¢_t_bacs@yaboo.com.
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Clayton’s most popular trail named after
' open space advocate, George Cardinet, Jr.

The designation of the
Cardinet Trail in 1996 was
Clayton’s way of honoring 2
beloved Jocal resident and long-
- time sdvocate of public open
spacc and tmils throughout the
| East Bay region, George
' Cardinet, JL

The Cardinet Trail is one of
the most heavily used trails with-
in the Clayron trail system, The
trail runs along the creck
between the library and Safewsy
and is where the city’s long-
swaited Adopt a Trail program
will be launched.

Born in 1909, Cardiner grew
up in San Francisco but moved
to Concord in 1940. He devel-
oped countess trails thronghout
the East Bay and in Mt Disblo
State Park. He founded many
organizations — the American
Trails, the East Bay Trils
Council, the Tahoe Rim Trwil
Fund ond Americen Trails
Network.

Cardinet mapped out 200
miles of tmile in California.

According o the Partnership for
the National Trails System, he
became known as “the father of
Catifornia trails and the patriarch
of America's national trail sys-
m’l

Bob Hoyer, who served &s
Clayton’s mayor 1964-'66 and
197071, recalls that the dty
hired David Wittet, 2 “Jand plan-
per,” in the eady '60s end 70s.
Witter advised the dty that if
Clayion wanted to establish &
trails system, it would be in their
best intetest to begin right then.
Wittet also ingisted that the
housing developer 4t that time
install trails, According to Hoyer,
Cardinet supported that effort.

Cardinet was also an accom-
plished equestrian, He advocated
the use of horses in the back-
country of Yosemite National
Park,

“] remember he came to
many of the parades in town on
horseback.” Hoyer fondly recalls,

Cardinet lived 10 the age of
97. Clayton residents can reap

the benefits of his hard work
and love of the outdoors by
beginning the trail at the south-
east comer of the Clayron
Community Library. There, pro-
ceed north awlong Mr Diablo
Creek behind the library and
continue toward the Keller mnch
house properry. Crossing over
footbridges and passing many
historic ozk and elm trees, the
open space, Lydia Lane Pack and
West Wood — where it ends
behind the Safewsy. Same folks
refer to this as “the trail to
Safewny”

Many joggets, walkers and
hikets use the Cardinet Trail reg-
ulady. “Gloda ahd I use the
Cardinet Trail sbout four to five
times o week,” says Jerry Kosd,
vice chair of the Trails and
“It gives us 2 pleasant walking
experience and caty access to
downtown. Somctimes, we like
to go downiown and not have to
take our car. There are big old

CANDACE BAss
TRANLS AND
LANDSCAPE

trees along the way, and it's natu-
ral and besutifal”

A copy of the Clayton trail
system map is available for $2 at
Gity Hall. Residents may view
the dty’s Tmils Inventory and
Evaluation report at
www.ci.clayton.ca.us at Trails
and Landseaping Comemittec
March Agenda Packets.

The nexit TLC mreeting ix 7 p.m.
Mon,. Mar. 16. Residents can submiit
guestions to atyixfo@d.clayton.ca.ur.

——— - . —_—
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Californians have a long tradi-
tion of developing and benefiting
from various trails. Duting the
1800s, the Pony Express, 2 mail
route, was established berween St
Joseph, Mo, and San Francisco.
This was possible because of an
established trails system,

CGlayton's trails system, which
consists of 27 miles of trails, hes
its basic maintenance fanded by
the landscapc Maintepance
Distget IMD) — known ‘as
Measure B. This large trail pet-
work is comprtised of three differ-

¢nt types: asphalt (mostly 3-4 feet
wide slong the flat portions of
the crecks), cmshe:! gravel (usual-
ly 2.3 feet wide) and dirt trails,
also known as “namural trails”
{generally 1.2 feet across). Some
dirt trails are wider and serve as
fire breaks in large open space
arcas.

Measure B provided the trails
{and roadway landscaping) with
some funding for basic mainte-
nance needs for 10 years. For the
trails, this means mostdy weed
abatement for fire control pur-
poses, two tmes anmually as fund-
i;:ngﬂ permits along the major paved

Additional acsthetic desires
that are not safety related, such as
and minor gimming, are beyond
what Measure B provides but can
also improve the Clayron trails
system.

In additon to trall mainte-
nance duties, the Bve-rnember
city maintenance staff faces vast
other dudes such as aiending
roadway landscaping to park

_ CAYN PiodeER

Residents can pitch in to keep trails maintained

mainrenance, minor street and
street light maintenance and dity
building and grounds mainte-
nance. According 10 mainteniance
supervisor Mark Janney, “idend.
fring and responding ro non-safe-
ty items along the trails 15 beyond
the funds available with Measure
B"

The Trails and Landscaping
Committee (TLC) developed a
program to hedp Al dhe void,
“There are a vasety of tasks,
ranging from minor trimming,
weeding, liter control, o minor
repaifing in the trails’ surfaces,
that the public could help volun-
teer to assist with,"” notes commit-
tec member David Disend.

He helped develop the
Adopt-A-Trail program which
encourages individuals, business-
es and organizations to sponsor
mil segments. Since the pro-
gmm’s launch a couple of months
ago, scouts, businesses and fami-
lics have stepped forward to
adopt four of the 11 trail seg-
ments,

Other residents have respond-

ed, as well Barbara and Ron
Jacobs are regular Cardinet Trail
walkers. They aarry plastic bags
and collect litter along the trait
two or three times per week.

“The Adopt-A-Trail
is 2 great idea,” Barbara says. "1f
some group or person can take
responsibility for a brail by picking
up litter for instance, children will
leamn how w ke better care of
their environment.

“When people do something
good,” she adds, *# makes them
feel good about themselves and
the community they live 1n.”

For more information on the
Adept-4-Trait program;, call 673-
7365. Clayloy tral maps can be pur-
dased at City Hall for 82. The next
TLC mneting is 7 pom. Monday,
May 18, at Hoyer Hall

Submit guestion: or comments fo
aninfoles clayton. s,

Candarr Bass is a member of the
Citys Trails  and  Landscape
Committer. Please send comments to
©_¢_bass@yaboa.conr.

T
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City needs
to cut:
landscape
water 45
percent

TAMARA STEIRER

Starting May 1, the city must
cut its landscape water use by 45
percent 40 comply with Conatra
Costa Water District's mandsto-
ty rationing. In » oéport to the
City Council on May 5, mainte-
nance supervisor Mark Janney
| outlined how the dity pians to
| makethe futs.
"We're looking st policy and
i siteategy,” he cxplsined. “We
| plan-to pool :]l of the. ciry’s
;' water and allocate to the highest
E piotity ereat” The newer land-
| Road and Oakhurst Boulevard
| wwill tke priogity over dawns that
| Trimming and - pruning,
| wiich encoumages growth, wili
. be cut badkto meet safety stan-
| dards Most of the wmees and
| ‘theubs fhat aee well-cstablished
| “maynotiook 100g00d,” janney
i said, “but theyll survive.”
‘ Mccnag the stff r
mmtswﬂlmegnlctbngmuchof
1 the city’s wmedian plantings snd
{ -ground covets die back in order
to stve the tuf in The Growe
and on the playing fields, says
City Manager Gary Napper.
The losi of the median
shrubs is mot terible. These
manzaniti-like  plants  have
reached thetend of 1 lifespan
that bcganinpaouail,Nappcr
explains.

See Landseape, page 18

Landscape,

Plants will be pulled out as they
die, “so it doesn't look like a
desert out there,” Janncy said.

Last year, the Landscape
Maintenance District spent
$169,000 for water. If use is
cut by the required 45 percent
for the next 12 months, it
could save the district as much
as $76,000, less the cost of
replacing dead or damaged
plants.

WELL WATER AN OFTION

While the lswas in the dty
parks that use metered water
will dic, Westwood and Lydia
Lane parks and the librasy
grounds are irrigated by well
water and should be unaffecred
by the cutbacks.

Moy a3y, 2009

from page 1

Dan Richardson, wha led
the successful effort to renew
the city’s Landscape
Maintenance Distict io 2007,
wants the city to look st more
wells es water source,

“T'm disappointed we find
ourselves in this situation and 1
appreciate the city’s leadership.
But, I hope that, 25 # communi-
ty, we can jook at wells as an

" alternative to metered watet in

the future, he said.

Well watet itrigation may be
a solution to future water short-
ages, but not in the short term,
says Napper. The cost of
drilling and hooking into the
existing mains makes il prohibi-
tive for a city with 2 budget the
size of Clayton's, '

—— e

There js an onused well
behind the post office, but the
vost of bnnging it online is
*well into the six figures.” ays
Nappet. “And the gallon-per-
ministe yield just doesa’ warmnt
the cost.”

In addition to the irrigation
tuts, the city must reduce build-
ing and facilitics usage by 15
percent. Since the city has
already been using water saviog
devices such us low-flow woilets
and autp shut off faucets, cut-
ting another 15 perceat will
largely depend on cooperation
from the public

After posting signs in public
buildings asking for conserva-
tion, if the goals aren’t being
met, the city may be forced to
shut off faucets Or “as a final
drastic measure” Janney said,
“close the public restrooms.”

GATEWAY RENQVATIONS
1n other businéss, the coun-
dl moved chesd with
Redevelopment ‘Agency plans
for the renovation of the dty’s
guteway at Marsh Creek and
Rosds, awarding a con-
tract for $199,167 to Maxicrete
Inc. for the hasdscape Project
plans include s stone-faced
mopument sign pa the hill and
directional signage at the corner.
A vintzge tractor at the gate-
way and another in the Corral at
Black Diamond Plazewill honor
Clayton’s sgricultural heritage.
The Clayton Business and
Community Association has
pledged $60,000 for landscaping
and $12,000 for the tractors
Aay plantings will have to wait

until after rationing is lifted.
The total budger for the
project is estimated at $320,000.
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‘Beware of rattlesnakes on the trails

CANDACE Bass
Special to the Pioneer

Hundreds of years ago, our
country was 4an immense open
space. Over time, urbanization
required us to redefine our
spaces.

Today, public open space has

_ become more than a mere tom
its an important asset to our
© communiries, Clayton’s
Landscape District contains 515
~acres of open spacc
| While we continually demar-
cate living spaces, many of our
creatures have survived the impo-
. sitions which urbanizstion has
placed upon them. During
. Colonial times, early setders com-
phained to Capt. John Smith and
. others that they bad seen serpents
“with rattles inside their tails.
" Descendants of the ratdesnakes
+ that perplexed the early colonists
. challenge  communities  like
. Clayton 1o this day.
Spriag is widely known as mt-
" desnake season. Female snakes
+ remin their eggs inside their bod-
.ies, Once they are laid, eggs
hatch, lzunching young, inde-
| peadent  snakes. Subsequently,
their mothers desert them.
" Rartesnakes are poisonous
"and heve flat, tranguler heads,
_ clliptical cyes and rattle buttons at
ithc end of their tils Gopher
| snakes, frequently confused with
| rattlers, heve rounded heads,
" rounded cyes and are not poison-
ous,

The infamous ratde tound

indicates the snake is agitated and
" may soike. The ratde is o seties of
" hollow beads consisting of modi-
. fied scales. Beads run along the
wil’s dp. The firm bead is called 2
burton. If the rarde absorbs
. enough moisture, the snzke is
_ able to strike without a rarte.

According to the Universiry

of California  Rattlesnake

Trs Noanmes Pacmc aarnessaxe, Californio’s only venomous
snake, can be seen throughout Northem California and in the
Coostol range of Orange County.

Msnagement Guidelines, *Most
bites occur when inexpesienced
people try to pick up or move 2
m'l

About E,000 Amedcans,
including 4,000 children, are hit-
ten by poisonous snakes each
vear. Of all snakes, rattlers arc the
most deadly. Baby rattlers are the
MOSst venomous.

Il you or someone you know
is birten, call 911. Victims should

remain calm, munimize move-
ment and keep the biten arca

lower than the heart, if possible.

Il 2 resident discovers 2 mt-
tesnake oo their property, con- |
Police.

tact  the Clayion
According 10 Chief Dun
Lawrence, “An officer will

respond if 2 rattlesnske s
involved.”” The Clayton Police
Deparment can evaluate the situ-

aton and determine whether to -

refer it to Animal Control.

Here are some safery tips for

trails and open spaces:

Be in tunc 10 vour surround-
ings and note that snakes blend
into theirs. Be aware of tall gruss-
es, shady hangouts like Jedges 2nd
underneath rocks and logs.

Wear  socks, closed-toe

shoes/hiking boots and long
psots.

ing or sitting down.

Keep your distance from
snakes Allow them room to
retreat,

Don't poke snakes dens or
burrows with sticks.

Keep pets leashed at all dmes

Look carcfully before reach-

within Clavton cin  limits
Leashing pets may prevent them
from provoking a snake

Safety is also imporant
around your home:

Survey moist, cool sheliers in
hot weather such as fishponds,
spas and shady porches.

Keep the rodent population
under control o discourage
snakes

Seal cracks and opcnings
greater than a quarter inch to pre-
vent snekes from entering,

Avoid dead rattlers which can
inject venom for ope hour or
looger by reflex action.

Remember, we share our
open space and mails with many
craatures. By being aware of our

surroundings and using common
sense, we can share them safely.

For more informatior: obost rat-
tesnakes, 20 to
v i edarived/ PMG/PEST-
NOTES and cick on rattlesnakes,
Submit quettions or comments lo

alyinfol@a.clayion ca.uz.



LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE DISTRICT
WATER RATIONING PLAN

To achieve the Contra Costa Water District’s 45% mandatory reduction in water usage
the following objectives will be implemented to meet this goal.

Objectives

Purposes

IL

“Pool” all water meters within the Landscape District

Read all Landscape District meters every two weeks

Stop watering all lawn areas

Turn off sprinklers in bare areas

Manually adjust controllers for watering cycles

Concentrate watering on newer and healthier planted areas

Suspend trimming of the landscape during rationing

Suspend planting of annuals at base of Clayton Fountain and along Main
Street

Option to drain the pond at the Clayton Fountain

All District monies saved from using less water stay within the District's Fund
and will be set aside for future water system improvements or restoration of
turf areas or plants lost to the drought

The Landscape District will “pool” all 43 water meters within the District so
we can better achieve the overall 45% reduction in water usage. This allows
us to divert water from metered locations where the water is not needed to
areas that will need the water so we will be able to save the desired
landscaping (see criteria below VI). Implementing meter “pooling” will allow

the Maintenance Department more flexibly in attaining our goal of 45% water
reduction mandated by the Water District.

Maintenance staff will read the water meters every two weeks to ensure that
we are meeting our goals of a 45% reduction in water usage over all. With
the meters pooled together we will be better able to see if were keeping within
our tota] allotment and if not make adjustments quickly before heavy penalties
apply. There will be addition man hours to perform this job but will be

offset from man hour saving from suspending trimming and from
buying/using less water



HI.

Iv.

VL

VIL

Maintenance staff will stop watering all turf area funded by the Landscape
District. These areas are: Water Feature, Coal Mine Court, Peacock Creek
Drive, Eagle Peak Ave and Indian Wells Way at both ends, Eagle Peak Ave at
Miwok Way, Indian Head Way, Downtown at the off ramp, Tear Drop (where
roses are), Christmas tree and above Black Diamond Plaza

Lawns are by far the largest user of water in a landscape. By not watering
them we will be able to divert water to save shrubs and tree which are more
costly to replace then lawn. An added benefit of not watering these lawns is
when the drought is over we will be able to make upgrades to the sprinkler
systems and get new thatch free turf, This will make watering much more
efficient and make for healthier lawns in the future.

Maintenance staff will be going through the landscape and shut off individual
sprinkler heads that are only watering dirt areas. This has already been done
in most areas where we have experienced major plant loss over the years.
There will be a small add cost in man hours since we will be checking for this

throughout the year instead of just at the beginning of the watering season as
in previous years.

The irrigation controllers will be manually programmed throughout the water
season to meet our goals of a 45% overall water reduction. Instead of a
standard program that runs throughout the watering season we will be making
adjustment to the controllers on an as-needed basis. This could mean daily or
weekly or monthly. There will be additional man hours needed since we will
be doing a Jot more adjustments then in normal watering years. These
additional man hours will be absorbed from savings from suspending the
landscape trimming and buying/using less water.

Maintenance staff will be making an evaluation of all the landscaping
plantings to determine what plants would be most cost and water effective for
saving, The priority will be to save the newer and healthier landscape areas
such as: Center Street trail area; old Marsh Creek Road; east bound side of
Oakhurst Drive. Then, priority in order will be to save trees, shrubs, then
lastly any ground cover (listed in order of cost priority and aesthetic impact).

Maintenance will suspend trimming the landscape during the summer and fall
months. Under the standards of the Landscape District we trim the
landscaping twice a year. By suspending trimming for the summer and fall
we will be only trimming the shrubs an average of once a year during the
declared drought period. By taking this action we will save water by not
promoting the plant to re-grow after they are trimmed especially during the
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hot summer months. Trimming will be done on a case by case basis for the
following reasons; sight obstructions at intersections, overgrowth impeding
walkways, and any other hazard found to endanger the public. Trimming will
not be performed for aesthetic reasons during this time so as to save and
conserve the plants during drought conditions.

Maintenance will suspend the planting of annual flowers at the Clayton
Fountain and at the tear drop on Main Street. We will also inform the Garden
Club that there will not be sufficient water to be able to water the raised
planter boxes along Main Street and Center Street that they maintain with

annual color. This is being done because annuals use almost as much water as
lawn areas.

As an option to save more water the Landscape District may have to drain the
Clayton Fountain and put the pumps into storage. Maintenance staff will
monitor this during the summer months and if we are not meeting the imposed
45% goal for water savings, then we will have to take this option. This water
feature is like a swimming pool where water is being added all the time from
evaporation and recirculation of the filter pump. The water feature is not
metered separately from the nearby landscape so there is no accurate way to
measure what it uses daily. If the water feature were to be shut down the
pumps would need to be serviced to put them into storage while the feature is
drained. This would allow the pumps to stay in operational condition until the
time when the District turns the Fountain back on, There will be some cost to
put the water feature into storage and restart. Overall there would be savings

from the monthly maintenance contract which would be suspended and water
usage.

All monies saved from purchasing less water after added labor costs to
implement the above plan remain within the District’s restricted-use Fund
and are proposed to be set aside for future uses; immgation efficiency
improvements, plant replacement from the drought, and hardscape installation
for less watering in the future within the District. After the drought
restrictions are lifted, Maintenance Staff will compile a list of projects to
implement with the funding available for the Trails and Landscaping
Committee to review and recommend to the City Council. It is unknown at
this time what the amount of monies would be saved from less water usage
but it could be substantial if the drought lasts multiple years.



Summary

During the rationing the Maintenance staff will be responding and repairing all leaks as
they are detected so as to conserve as much water as possible. Also WAP (work
alterative personnel) will be employed in areas where hand watering may be more
efficient to save trees or shrubs then using the existing irrigation systems. Adjustments
to this plan may be made throughout the year to achieve the goal of 45% reduction on
water usage and at the same time save as much of the plant life as possible.



QUARTERLY REPORT
UPDATE
TRAILS & LANDSCAPING

6/16/08 to 9/10/08

Completed second trim of Landscaping for FY 07/08

Started first trim of the Landscaping for FY08/09

o

O 00O COCO0

Completed Oakhurst Drive from City Limits to Clayton Road
Completed Eagle Peak Avenue

Completed Keller Ridge Drive

Completed Peacock Drive

Started Old Marsh Creek Road

Started Clayton Road

Repaired numerous irrigation systems throughout the district

o)
@]
o

Replacement and/or repair of control valves from age
Replacement of sprinklers from vandalism and accidents
Repair of mainlines from tree roots, aged pipes, and broken fittings

Contracted and completed safety tree trimming in the Landscape District

o]

o
s}
o

In front of Stranhan Subdivision along Marsh Creek Road
Removal of split tree along Mitchell Canyon Road
Trimmed trees away from signals on Clayton Road

Lifted tree along Clayton Road by Lydia Lane Drive

Repaired trails in the Landscape District

o
o
o]

Contractor install new Asphalt on Mount Diablo Creek Trail

Contractor install new Asphalt on half of Bruce Lee Trail (Upper Easley)
Crews repaired Peacock Creek % by dust trail with new boards, water
bars, and % by dust



Maintenance
QUARTERLY REPORT
UPDATE
TRAILS & LANDSCAPING

9/11/08 to 12/11/08

Sprayed pre-emergent in Landscape District Citywide
Spot spray herbicides in Landscape District Citywide

Trimmed all Crape Myrtle trees and Oleander trees in Landscape District
Citywide

All irrigation has been shut off Citywide within the Landscape District for the
winter

Continued to repair Irrigation systems within the Landscape District

Continued to trim landscaping along Clayton Road eastbound from City Limits
towards Marsh Creek Road.



QUARTERLY REPORT
UPDATE
TRAILS & LANDSCAPING DISTRICT

Maintenance Activities
12/12/08 to 3/11/09

Trimmed Landscaping

Old Marsh Creek Road

Marsh Creek Roed from Middle School to City Limits
Diablo Parkway

Eagle Peak Drive

Center Street Trail

Clayton Road from Middle School to City Hall

Keller Ridge east bound

O 00O0OO0O0OO0

Spot sprayed herbicides in Landscape District Citywide
Acrated all lawns

All irrigation has been shut off Citywide within the Landscape District for the
winter

Continued to repair Irrigation systems within the Landscape District
Sprayed herbicides along all major trails in the district
Started installation of Adopt-A- Trail signs (Cardinet Trail).

Working on irrigation evaluation and water rationing plan



QUARTERLY REPORT
UPDATE
TRAILS & LANDSCAPING

3/12/09 to 5/12/09

Trim Landscaping

o Clayton Road from City Hall to City Limits
Keller Ridge west bound
Qakhurst Drive from City Limits to Clayton Road
QOakhurst Drive from Clayton Road to Eagle Peak Ave
Suspended trimming under water rationing

0O 0 0

Spot spray herbicides in Landscape District Citywide

All irrigation has been shut off Citywide within the Landscape District do to
rationing and will be started manually per rationing plan.

Continued to repair Irrigation systems within the Landscape District
Started weed abatement for fire breaks in the Landscape District

Continued to Work on irrigation evaluation and water rationing plan (see
rationing plan)



QUARTERLY REPORT
UPDATE
TRAILS & LANDSCAPING

5/13/09 to 8/12/09

Trim Landscaping and removed dead plants

o Eagle Peak Drive
Oakhurst Drive from City Limits to Clayton Road
Old Marsh Creek Road from El Molino to downtown
Atchinson Stage Road and Pine Hollow Road
West bound Peacock Drive

O 0 0O

Spot spray herbicides in Landscape District Citywide

All irrigation being watered by manually programming controllers per rationing
plan. Also hand watering some trees by WAP (work alternative personal)

Continued to repair Irrigation systems within the Landscape District
Completed weed abatement for fire breaks in the Landscape District

Connected and upgraded the Library Well to Clayton Road Landscaping now
watering from Mitchell Canyon Road to Oakhurst Drive and the off ramp to Main
Street

Connected the planter boxes on Main Street and Center Street to the High Street
well (this also waters Endeavor Hall landscaping and the Grove Park)
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Future Trail Improvements

Overview:

The cities trail system has a wide variety of trails for a wide veriety of users. Trails that travel
through town are used by joggers, hikers, bikers, and even strollers. The trails following along the
hillsides are used by hikers, nature seekers, and people enjoying the open space with their pets, We
even have more extreme trails traversing up steep hills and narrow canyons. By understanding its
users we can better understand the types of trails that will appeal to it users, and make upgrades to
those trails to allow for a better trail experience. The following list contains the only major trail
reconstruction improvements that we feel would best suite the monies that may be available through
the Bond Measure WW of the East Bay Regional Park District. For this reason we have chosen
projects concentrate on trails that run through the middle of the city. By reconstruction of the trails to
a smooth surface will result will result in allowing a wider variety of users. The following list is in
the order of Maintenance staff recommendation of priority. [highest to least]

@ *Upper Easley Trail*
(Bruce Lee Trail)

Proposed Future Improvements
» Reconstruct with smooth asphalt
Evaluation: This trail had approximately 1,200 linear f of grind and pave completed in the summer

0f 2008. Completing the rest of this trail into the downtown area would be & huge improvement.
Estimated Cost: $73,584

*George Cardinet Trail*

Overview: Current condition is decomposed crushed gravel. Reconstruct with a smooth asphalt
surface to the Cardinet Trail, combined with the completion of the Bruce Lec Trail, gives the city a
multi-use trail connecting both ends of town.

@ Library Section

Q Proposed Future Improvements
¢ Reconstruct with smooth asphalt
Evaluation: This is a small section of trail that would need a 10° wide smooth asphalt finish to
allow for maintenance access along the backside of the library. The section running through the

Keller Ranch area would be left as is, and finally a small section along the creek would need a 6
wide path,
Estimated Cost: $8,580 10’ library section: $1,000 for creek side trail
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Diablo/Keller Section
Proposed Future Improvements
* Reconstruct with smooth asphalt
Evaluation: This is the least accessible section of Cardinet Trail, and makes it a little more costly

to do any maintenance or improvements, It will be a challenge getting over the bridges.
Estimated Cost: $96,000

Westwood/Lydia Section
Proposed Future Improvements

¢ Reconstruct with smooth asphalt
Evaluation: This section already has a asphalt chip seal finish. We would have to remove / grind

down the current path in order to reconstruct with a smooth asphalt finish,
Estimated Cost: $91,089

Silvercreek Path
Proposed Future Improvements
» Reconstruct with smooth asphalt
Evaluation: This small access path has a portion of the asphalt lifted by a pepper tree, and some
lifted concrete areas that we would reconstructed and replace with a smooth asphalt finish, This

project could be done with other asphalt reconstruction projects overlays, or in house with existing
funds.

Estimated Cost: $2,000

Diablo View
The Flats Trail
Proposed Future Improvements
s Reconstruct with smooth asphalt
Evaluation: This trail would probably need to have a wood border replaced in sections where the
slope is steep to the roadway.
Estimated Cost: $50,166 for surface; $2,500 for border

*Donner Creek Trail*
Proposed Future Improvements
» Reconstruct with smooth asphalt
Evaluation: There is approximately 1,800 ft of chip scal path to the Bloching Circle entrance, and
then continues as crushed granite to the state park entrance. We would have to remove / grind and
pave on the first portion of the path, but we would recommend leaving the portion Jeading to the
state park as crushed granite. This leaves a much more pleasing appearance as you are headed

towards Mt. Diablo. We would need to pave a 10° path just past the Bloching Circle entrance to
provide for maintenance access of the sewer system.

Estimated Cost: $112,308 grind and pave; $5,250 10’ maintenance road



@ *Mt. Diablo Creek Trail*
Proposed Future Improvements
* Reconstruct with smooth asphalt
Evaluation: Although this trail has been resurfaced with smooth asphalt, there are areas that could

be widened to provide for better maintenance access of the sewer system.
Estimated Cost: $15,750 maintenance roads

@ *Lower Easley Trail*

Proposed Future Improvements
* Reconstruct with smooth asphalt
Evaluation: This is a low priority small section of trail with a chip seal finish. It would need a
grind and reconstruct with surface with smooth asphalt.
Estimated Cost: $63,000

Stranahan Path
Proposed Foture Improvements
* Reconstruct with smooth asphalt
Evaluation: This is a small access trail connecting Marsh Creek Rd. with Lower Easley. This is
low priority, a 4° path, but would make for a nice improvement. This project could be done with

other asphalt reconstruction projects overlays, or in house with existing funds.
Estimated Cost: $7,800

Trail Marker Program

Overview: This would program consists of the installation of trail markers thronghout the cities trail

system to provide for better identification, and hopefully educate users on the many wonderful trails
that surround our city.

Proposed Future Improvements

« Install trail markers throughout the trail system.
Evaluation: Trail markers would be installed at the beginning and end of all trails throughout the
city. Additionally we would set trail markers at all trail intersects with other major trails. Could also

include addition of trail signs along the roadways where they are only currently single faces signs.
Estimated Costs: $16,100 approx. 46 markers



*Upper Easley Trail*

(Bruce Lee Trail)
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Overview: The Upper Easley Trail begins approx. 100° west of Easley Dr. and Center St. near
the downtown area. It travels southeast between Easley estates and Mt. Diablo creek where it
intersects Marsh Creek Rd.

» Access pathways: There are many short access paths from neighboring streets

o Connecting trails: Lower Easley Trail — Mt. Diablo Creek Trail — Center St. Trail -
Plaza Trail

Total traveled distance: .56 miles

Trail tread: Asphalt base with a chip seal surface — 7°wide x 2,952" long - Level grade — Level
cross grade. Borders steep drop off into creek.

Structures:

— 38 round 3 rail wood railing
Signs:
— 3 - 6x6 wood mile markers
~ 2 - metal signs 48" x 24”
NOTE: There are 5 small access paths that lead to the neighborhood streets. Their

widths range from 6° wide to 21° wide. Approx. 1000 sq ft of asphalt with chip seal
surface.

Annual Maintenance
o Check asphalt for excessive cracking and seal as needed

23



¢ Check mile markers
* Replace or repair signs as needed
* Herbicide control twice a year
* Cut down weeds twice a year
* Report erosion of creek banks
* Check wood railing
Deferred Maintenance
* Crack seal entire length of path
* Repair wood railing
* Replace 4 sections approx.328 linear feet of pathway
Future Maintenance and Improvements
* New chip seal coat
* Resurface with smooth asphalt
NOTE: This stretch of trail would be greatly enhanced with a smooth finish. It would open
up the trail to many different types of activities, including, roller blading, skateboarding, and
commuting, adding to the quality of life in Clayton.
Evaluation: This trail is in fairly good shape. There are some minor sections of increased
cracking, but block cracking covers most of the trail., Crack sealing the entire path added to a
new chip seal surface would keep this trail looking good for years to come.



Overview: The Cardinet Trail Begins at the southeast comer of the library at the intersection
of Clayton Rd. and Marsh Creek Rd. It travels north along Mt. Diablo Creek, behind the library,
over a small foot bridge, and through the Keller Ranch House property. It continues down Mt.
Diablo Creek, crossing over several foot bridges shaded by several large oaks and elms. The trail
runs through Diablo Open Space, Lydia Lane Park, and Westwood Park where it ends at the
bollards adjacent to the PG&E power box behind the Safeway property. This trail has 3 sections.
The Library Section starts at the trail head and continues through the Keller Ranch property, the
Diablo/Keller Section starts at the Keller Ranch property and continues to the Lydia Lane Park
parking lot, and the Westwood/Lydia Section connects Lydia Lane Park and Westwood Park.

»  Access pathways: 2 additional pathways connect city streets to the Cardinet Trail. The
Silvercreek Path travels from Oakhurst drive to the junction between Mitchell Bridge
and Diablo Bridge. The Caulfield Path travels from Caufield Dr. to Diablo open space.
The property between Cardinet Bridge and Mitchell Bridge is owned by the golf course
where the city has a trail easement.

¢ Connecting trails: Diablo View Trail

Total traveled distance: 1.46 miles
Trail tread: 60% crushed granite, 33% asphalt, and 7% other - No wood border - Level grade —
Level cross grade.
Structures:
— 6 Bridges
— 8 benches



Signs:

~ 180" wood split rail fencing
~ 90’ retaining wall

— 18 5’ railroad ties

~ 38’ round 3 rail wood railing
— 2 exercise courses.

- 6-6x6 wood mile markers
= 3 metal signs
NOTE: All bridges are bare iron frame, concrete footings, and a 2x12 wood plank floor

made by Continental Bridge, Alexandria MN 1-800-328-2047. They are all marked with
a serial number.
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Trail tread — % x crushed granite — 6x72° crushed gold rock 2x6 wood border on one side —
8 x 440’ - % x crushed granite — Level grade — Level cross grade.
Structures

Signs

Keller Foot Bridge #94227 6'x76¢’
180’ wood split rai] fencing

90° Retaining wall

3 standard spec city redwood benches
1 Victorian iron/wood bench

3 tree up lights. (Lights are maintained with library funding,)

(1) 12x18 metal George Cardinet sign (Mounted on sphit rail fence at the start of trail.)

Annual Maintenance

Check for signs of erosion caused by library sprinklers
Check for vehicle ruts in trail

Inspect split rail fence for damage

Replace or repair signs as needed

Inspect wood retaining wall

Inspect 2x6 wood border

Inspect bridge floor planks and concrete footings for erosion

Inspect entry and exit to bridge

Repair 3 redwood benches as needed
Inspect Victorian bench

Cut low lying branches

Cut down weeds twice a year
Herbicide control twice a year

Refill % x dust as needed.



Deferred Maintenance
* Add 2 yards crushed gold rock and
* Add 5 yards crushed granite,
+ Replace 4 sections of split rail.
(This area has been hit numerous times, and we may want to leave this as is unti] we see
further reason to reinstall.)
» Treeup lights need to be repaired, but we will do so with library funding.
Future Maintenance and Improvements
*  This area has benefited from many different user groups. With the exception of a chain or

gate to keep vehicles from driving to the back of the library, there are no proposed
improvements at this time.
NOTES:

{Tree up lights are maintained with library funding.)
Evaluation: This trail is heavily used by the residents. The Library section represents a

fraction of the trail, but is very high profile. This trail is mowed while doing open space, and
often maintained by library volunteers. This trail is in good shape.

Diablo/Keller Section
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Trail tread — % x crushed granite (3 bridge crossings) — 7° x 4,000" crushed granite. Level grade
- Level cross grade.

Structures
« 2 redwood benches
» 1 redwood bench with steel posts
e 11’ round 3 rail wood railing
o 6'x7 2x12 wood ramp
» 2 railroad tie stair
e 12 railroad tie trail borders (abutting bridges).
¢ Cardinet Bridge #94224 6'x51°
e Mitchell Bridge #94320 6°x78"
¢ Diablo Bridge #34225 6’x60°.
Signs
¢ (4) 6 x 6 wood mile markers

Annual Maintenance

o Refill Y x base

s Cut low lying branches

s Cut down weeds twice a year

e Herbicide control twice a year

¢ Inspect redwood benches

o Inspect railings, ramp, and rail road tie stair on Mitchell Bndge

e Check for erosion on all bridge footings

e Check bridge 2x12 wood planks, and rail road tie trail borders

o Inspect entry and exil to bridges

o Inspect mile markers for damage

¢ Check for erosion on creek bank

» Report and repair any holes caused by ground squirrels

« Report any bee hives

Deferred Maintenance

¢ Add 40 yards of granite to base.

e Contract out tree tnmming along trail.

NOTES: The oak trees located in the adjacent open space areas are not on city property. We

trim only branches blocking the trail

Future Maintenance and Improvements

o  With the exception of some minor erosion along parts of the creek bank, this trail is in
fairly good shape.

NOTES:
{Bike jumps are popular along this section of trail.)
(Area by oak tree between Cardinet and Mitchell bridges needs to be measured for
erosion. This trail section currently measures 5 feet from oak tree to edge of creek.)



Evaluation: This trail is heavily used by the residents. The Diablo/Keller section has minimal
access and can be labor intense. Bike jumps, tree forts, and bee hives are always a problem.
Weeds are cut down while mowing open space. Creek bank needs to be monitored for erosion.

Westwood/Lydia Section
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Trail tread - Asphalt base ( 2 bridge crossings) — 10” x 515°, 6°x 62° smooth surface / 6°x 2,169"
chip seal surface — Level grade — Level cross grade.
Structures

s 1 redwood bench

s 15” section of round 3 rail wood railing
¢ 12’ section of round 3 rail wood railing
¢ 9’ section of round 3 rail wood railing
* Lydia Bridge #91233 6'x 60’

*»  Westwood Bridge #91232 6°x 51’

* 2 exercise courses

s (2) 6x6 wood mile markers

* 18”x36" metal sign with metal posts

* 12”x18” metal sign on 6x6 wood post.
Annual Maintenance

e Check asphalt for excessive cracking and seal as needed

* Cut low lying branches

¢ Cut weeds twice a year

¢ Herbicide control twice a year

¢ Check footings of bridges for erosion

o Check bridge 2x12 wood planks

e Inspect entry and exit to bridges

s Inspect wood mile markers

» Replace or repair signs as needed

¢ Check wood railings

e Inspect exercise courses.



NOTE: Weeds will be cut down with open space mowing
Deferred Maintenance

e Crack seal entire trail
¢ Chip seal where applicable
» Repair wood railing at Westwood Bridge

s Replace (4) 2x12 wood planks at Westwood Brndge.
Future Maintenance and Improvements

¢ Resurface chip seal with fresh asphalt.
NOTES:

(Applying a smooth surface to trail would allow for a larger variety of users.)
(There is 1 exercise course located in each park.)

Evaluation: This trail is heavily used by the residents. The Lydia/Westwood section is the
most maintenance friendly part of the trail. This trail is in great shape.

Access Paths

Silvercreek Path

Total traveled distance: 741 feet

Tread — Asphalt base — 8° x 741 — Level grade with 40° Steep grade to Cardinet Trail — Level
cross grade.

Structures
o 37 retaining wall
Signs
e  6x6 wood trail marker with 4°x6™ aluminum sign
Annual Maintenance
s  Crack seal pathway
¢ Inspect wood trail markers
e Replace or repair signs as needed
» Spot spray weeds
¢ Check erosion by retaining wall and path slope
e Inspect retaining wall
Deferred Maintenance
o Repair 8°x16” section of asphalt lifted by pepper tree
* Repair lifted concrete
Future Maintenance and Improvements
* Add blocks to retaining wall
» Replace 6'x20" section of lifted concrete with asphalt
NOTES:

(Building retaining wall to 3 block heights will help prevent slope from sliding on the
trail.)

(Removing concrete and replacing with asphalt will be consistent with the rest of the
path, and avoid any future lifting.
Evaluation: The lifted section of concrete is the old golf cart path. This needs to be removed
and replaced with asphalt. The retaining wall needs to be raised in to prevent runoff onto the

Cardinet Trail. The area of asphalt damaged by the pepper tree needs to be replaced to avoid
injury.
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+  Refill crushed gold rock as needed.
+ Refill crushed granite as needed
*+ Report and repair any holes caused by ground squirrels
Deferred Maintenance
* Add 5 yds crushed granite
Add 5 yds crushed gold rock
* Replace approx. 200" of border along trail
Future Maintenance and Improvements
None to report

Evaluation: This trail could use some fresh gold rock and wood border repair. We have to
keep an eye on low lying branches and broken sprinklers. Keeping the weeds down by spot
spraying gives it a more pleasant appearance. This trail is in fairly good shape.

\

The Flats Trail

Trail tread — % x crushed granite — Double sided 2x6 wood border — 4° wide x 2,787 long —
Level grade — Sloped cross grade.
Structures

*  None
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Signs
« None

Annual Maintenance
+  Check grade and cross grade for signs of erosion caused by rain
«  Check wood borders
« Replace or repair 2x6 wood borders as needed
+ Cut down weeds twice a year
« Herbicide control twice a year
« Refill % x crushed granite as needed.
« Report and repair any holes caused by ground squirrels
Deferred Maintenance
* Add 20 yds crushed granite
« Replace approx. 1000° of border along trail
Future Maintenance and Improvements
+ Eliminate wood border on some portions of trail.

Evaluation: Areas where the trail has a steeper cross grade would need to maintain the
border, but areas where the trail is wide can be eliminated. This would also aide in the annual
mowing which often times destroys the border sections that have been lifted. Adding % x
crushed granite will give this trail a fresh new look.
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*Donner Creek Trail®
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Overview: The Donner Creek Trail begins at El Molino Park at the comer of Old Marsh Creek
Rd. and El Molino Dr. It follows Donner Creek and El Molino Dr. for approx. 1500° and then
continues along Donner Creek behind the neighborhood homes. It has a 75% asphalt base and a
25% crushed granite base. The end of the trail leads you to the Donner Creek entrance of Mt.
Diablo State Park

« Access paths: There are 2 access roads leading to this trail. They are open space access

roads, and are maintained when servicing open space.

« Connecting trails: None
Total traveled distance: .68 miles
Trail tread: Asphalt base with a chip seal surface — 7°wide x 1,454 long — Level grade — Level
cross grade. Asphalt base with a chip seal surface — 6'wide x 1,220’ long — Level grade — Level
cross grade. % x crushed granite — 6” x 934° — Level grade — Level cross grade

Structures:
- 4 —wood benches
— 1 - chained entrance with 2 8x8 posts and 3 steel poles
Signs:
- 2-6x 6 wood mile markers
— 1 - metal signs 487 x 24
Annual Maintenance
s Check asphalt for excessive cracking and seal as needed
¢ Check mile markers
¢« Lube locks on chained gate
«  Check reflectors on chain
¢ Replace or repair signs as needed
« Herbicide control twice a year
+ Cut down weeds twice a year
¢ Report erosion of creek banks
¢« Repair or replace benches as needed
« Cut down low lying limbs
¢ Refill %4 x crushed granite as needed
Deferred Maintenance
¢ Crack seal entire length of path
« Repair | section approx. 15 sq ft asphalt along El Molino Dr.
¢ Repair approx. 100 sq ft of path before gate
« Remove and repair crushed asphalt after gate.
¢« Add 10 yards crushed granite
Future Maintenance and Improvements
¢« New chip seal coat
¢ Remove crushed asphalt after gate and replace with crushed granite.
¢ Resurface Chip seal with smooth asphalt
NOTE: All chip sealed surface trails could be enhanced with a smooth surface.

Evaluation: This trail is in fairly good shape. There are some areas that need to be replaced,
repaired, or removed, but otherwise this trail looks good.
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Overview: The Mt. Diablo Creek Trail Begins at the end of Upper Easley Trail on Old Marsh
Creek Rd. ending at Regency Dr. It travels northeast along Mt. Diablo Creek through open space

areas adjacent to the neighborhood. There are 4 small access paths by the city dog park.
Access paths: There are many short access paths from neighboring streets.

* Connecting trails: Upper Easley Trail
Total traveled distance: .67 miles
Trail tread: Asphalt base with a chip seal surface — 6*wide x 3,543" long - Level grade — Level

cross grade. Some areas are bordered by steep cliffs down to the creek. There is approx. 350° of
steep hill in the middle section of the trail.

Structures:
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— 20 round 3 rail wood railing — S posts
Signs:
— 3 -6 x 6 wood mile markers
NOTE: There are 4 small access paths that lead to the neighborhood streets. Their

widths are approx. 6 wide totaling approx. 1700 sq ft of asphalt with chip seal surface.
Annual Maintenance

¢ Check asphalt for excessive cracking and seal as needed

¢« Check mile markers

¢ Check for graffiti

+ Herbicide contro] twice a year

« Cutlow lying limbs

« Cut down weeds twice a year

« Report erosion of creek banks

+  Check wood railing
Deferred Maintenance

¢ Crack seal entire length of path

« Repair wood railing

« Replace 1 sections approx.300 linear feet of pathway { by man hole)

« Replace | section 10 x 15 sq ft (lop of hill by catch basin)
Future Maintenance and Improvements

¢ New chip seal coat (upper section of trail)

¢ Resurface (lower section of trail)

NOTE: The City of Concord accesses this area to service our sewer system. This should be
taken into account with any improvements to this area.

Evaluation: This trail is in the worst shape of all the cities asphalt trails. The lower section of
this trail 1s expeniencing approx. 75% cracking along all areas. There is approx. 1500° that needs
to be replaced. Crack sealing would not even provide much of a band aide. The 350" hill portion
of this trail has multiple spider cracks and needs to be replaced in the near future. The upper

portion of this trail has a small 150 sq ft section that needs to be replaced, but otherwise can be
crack sealed to prevent further block cracking.
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Overview: The Lower Easley Trail is a small neighborhood trail that leads to many
surrounding areas including Upper Easley Trail, Mudville Path to the downtown area, and
Stranahan Path to Marsh Creek Rd. It stretches north and south leading from the Easley Estate
to Stranahan subdivision following along Mt. Diablo Creek. A (Connector path) allows you to
cross a bridge and continue up to Upper Easley Trail. The south end of the trail is where Donner
Creek flows into Mt, Diablo Creek, and the north end of the trail divides into 2 separate trails
that lead to Marsh Creek Rd. and the downtown area.

e Access pathways: The Stranahan Path splits off to the left from Lower Easley Trail
heading north to Marsh Creek Rd. The Oak St. Path runs north to south between Oak St.
and Marsh Creek Rd. across from the Stranahan Path. The Mudville Path splits off to the
right heading north to the parking lot behind Mudville Grill.

« Connecting trails: Upper Easley Trail — Mudville Trail — Stranahan Trail

Total traveled distance: .23 miles
Trail tread: Asphalt base with a chip seal surface — 6’wide x 1,200° long - Level grade -
Level cross grade.( Connector path) Asphalt base with chip seal surface 6° wide x 300° long -
Sloped grade — Sloped cross grade.
Structures:
— 6 x 50 iron bridge with 2x12 wood planks.
NOTE: There are no identification markings on the bridge.
Signs:
— None
NOTE: There are 2 small access paths that lead to the neighborhood streets. Their

widths are approx. 7°* wide. Approx. 250 sq ft of asphalt with chip seal surface.
Annual Maintenance

« Check asphalt for excessive cracking and seal as needed

¢ Cut low lying branches

o Herbicide control twice a year

* Cut down weeds twice a year

¢ Report erosion of creek banks

+ Inspect bridge planks

« Inspect bridge footings
Deferred Maintenance

¢ Crack seal entire length of path
Future Maintenance and Improvements

* New chip seal coat

» Resurface with smooth asphalt

NOTE: It is always an improvement to have a smooth surface on this type of trail.
Evaluation: This trail is in fairly good shape. There are some block cracking covering most of
the trail. Crack sealing the entire path added to a new chip seal surface would keep this trail
looking good for years to come. Many oaks have been planted in the last 5 -10 years in this
section of trail. These oaks will need to be trimmed away from the trai] in the near future.
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Access Paths
Stranahan Path
Total traveled distance: 650 feet
Trail tread — % x crushed granite 5°x 650° — Level grade — Leve] cross grade. 25° x 157 crushed
granite seating area
Structures
e 2 - 6 backed wood benches with metal frames

25

Signs
« None
Annual Maintenance
¢ Inspect benches
+ Spot spray weeds
s Refill % x crushed granite as needed.
«  Cul down weeds twice a year
¢ Herbicide control twice a year
Deferred Maintenance
¢ Repair lip around catch basin
Future Maintenance and Improvements
¢« None

Evaluation: This is a small access trail that gets little use, so maintenance should be minimal,



