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Military Equipment
710.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for the approval, acquisition, and reporting
requirements of military equipment pursuant to Assembly Bill 481 ("AB 481") (Government Code
§ 7070 et seq.).

710.1.1   DEFINITIONS
Definitions related to this policy include (Government Code § 7070):

Governing body – The elected or appointed body that oversees the Department.

Military equipment – Includes but is not limited to the following:

• Unmanned, remotely piloted, powered aerial or ground vehicles.

• Mine-resistant ambush-protected (MRAP) vehicles or armored personnel carriers.

• High mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicles (HMMWV), two-and-one-half-ton trucks,
five-ton trucks, or wheeled vehicles that have a breaching or entry apparatus attached.

• Tracked armored vehicles that provide ballistic protection to their occupants.

• Command and control vehicles that are either built or modified to facilitate the
operational control and direction of public safety units.

• Weaponized aircraft, vessels, or vehicles of any kind.

• Battering rams, slugs, and breaching apparatuses that are explosive in nature. This
does not include a handheld, one-person ram.

• Firearms and ammunition of_.50 caliber or greater, excluding standard-issue shotguns
and standard-issue shotgun ammunition.

• Specialized firearms and ammunition of less than_.50 caliber, including firearms and
accessories identified as assault weapons in Penal Code § 30510 and Penal Code §
30515, with the exception of standard-issue firearms.

• Any firearm or firearm accessory that is designed to launch explosive projectiles.

• Noise-flash diversionary devices and explosive breaching tools.

• Munitions containing tear gas or OC, excluding standard, service-issued handheld
pepper spray.

• Area denial electroshock devices, microwave weapons, water cannons, long-range
acoustic devices (LRADs), acoustic hailing devices, and sound cannons.

• Kinetic energy weapons and munitions.

• Any other equipment as determined by a governing body or a state agency to require
additional oversight.
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710.2   POLICY
It is the policy of the Clayton Police Department ("Department") that members of this Department
comply with the provisions of AB 481 with respect to funding, acquisition and use of military
equipment.

710.3   MILITARY EQUIPMENT COORDINATOR
The Chief of Police shall designate a member of this Department to act as the military equipment
coordinator. The responsibilities of the military equipment coordinator include, but are not limited
to:

(a) Acting as liaison to the CIty Council for matters related to the requirements of this
policy.

(b) Identifying Department equipment that qualifies as military equipment in the current
possession of the Department, or the equipment the Department intends to acquire
that requires approval by the City Council.

(c) Conducting an inventory of all military equipment at least annually.

(d) Collaborating with any allied agency that may use military equipment within the
jurisdiction of the Department .

(e) Preparing for, scheduling, and coordinating the annual community engagement
meeting to include:

1. Publicizing the details of the meeting.

2. Preparing for public questions regarding the Department's funding, acquisition,
and use of equipment.

(f) Preparing the annual military equipment report for submission to the Chief of Police
  and ensuring that the report is made available on the Department website.

(g) Establishing the procedure for a person to register a complaint or concern, or how that
person may submit a question about the use of a type of military equipment, and how
the Department will respond in a timely manner.

710.4   MILITARY EQUIPMENT INVENTORY
The list of qualifying military equipment for the Department is attached to this Policy as Exhibit "A"
and is incorporated into the Policy by this reference. See attachment: Clayton AB 481 Equipment
Inventory 2025.pdf

710.5   APPROVAL
The Chief of Police or the authorized designee shall obtain approval from the City Council by
way of an ordinance adopting the military equipment policy. As part of the approval process, the
Chief of Police or the authorized designee shall ensure the proposed military equipment policy is
submitted to the City Council and is available on the Department website at least 30 days prior to
any public hearing concerning the military equipment at issue. The military equipment policy must
be approved by the City Council prior to engaging in any of the following:
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(a) Requesting military equipment made available pursuant to 10 USC § 2576(a).

(b) Seeking funds for military equipment, including but not limited to applying for a grant,
soliciting or accepting private, local, state, or federal funds, in-kind donations, or other
donations or transfers.

(c) Acquiring military equipment either permanently or temporarily, including by borrowing
or leasing.

(d) Collaborating with another law enforcement agency in the deployment or other use of
military equipment within the jurisdiction of this Department.

(e) Using any new or existing military equipment for a purpose, in a manner, or by a person
not previously approved by the City Council.

(f) Soliciting or responding to a proposal for, or entering into an agreement with, any other
person or entity to seek funds for, apply to receive, acquire, use, or collaborate in the
use of military equipment.

(g) Acquiring military equipment through any means not provided above.

710.6   COMPLIANCE
Department members shall adhere to this Policy, in addition to state and local laws and ordinances
when employing the use of military equipment. Violations of the law or this policy may result in
criminal or administrative investigations and, or actions.

710.7   COORDINATION WITH OTHER JURISDICTIONS

Military equipment used by any member of this Department shall be approved for use and in
accordance with this Policy.  Military equipment used by other jurisdictions that are providing
mutual aid to the City of Clayton, or otherwise engaged in law enforcement operations in the
City,shall comply with their respective military equipment use policies in rendering mutual aid or
carrying out a law enforcement function related to a criminal matter under their investigation.

710.8   ANNUAL REPORT
Upon approval of a military equipment policy, the Chief of Police or the authorized designee
should submit a military equipment report to the City Council for each type of military equipment
approved within one year of approval, and annually thereafter for as long as the military equipment
is available for use.

The Chief of Police or the authorized designee should also make each annual military equipment
report publicly available on the Department website for as long as the military equipment is
available for use. The report shall include all information required by Government Code § 7072
for the preceding calendar year for each type of military equipment in Department inventory.
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710.9   COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Within 30 days of submitting and publicly releasing the annual report, the Department shall hold
at least one well-publicized and conveniently located community engagement meeting, at which
the Department should discuss the report and respond to public questions regarding the funding,
acquisition, or use of military equipment.

710.10   COMPLAINT PROCESS
Members of the public may register complaints or concerns or submit questions about the use of
each specific type of military equipment in this policy by any of the following means:

1. Via email to: claytonpolice@claytonpd.com

2. Via phone call to: (925) 673-7350

3. Via mail sent to: Clayton Police Department, attn: Military Equipment Use Coordinator, 6000
Heritage Trail, Clayton CA 94517

The Department is committed to responding to complaints, concerns and/or questions received
through any of the above methods in a timely manner.
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Clayton Military Equipment 

 
Specialized Firearms and Ammunition 

 
Description, quantity, capabilities, and purchase cost: 

Guns that are fired from shoulder level, having a long spirally grooved barrel intended to make 
bullets spin and thereby have a greater accuracy over a long distance. 

 Colt M4 carbine for patrol supervisor use, cost $1695, quantity: 1. The Colt M4 is a select-
fire rifle with a chrome lined 10 inch barrel with a 1:9 twist, iron sights, carry handle, and 
adjustable stock. Designed specifically for lightweight mobility, speed of target acquisition, 
and potent firepower capability. 

 Winchester 5.56x45 M855 Green Tip 62-grain ammunition, cost $90, quantity: 150 rounds. 
The M855 round is a full metal jacketed round with a lead alloy and steel core and is 
painted green on the tip. 

 Trained officers are issued standard issued AR-15 patrol rifles ** 
 
 

Purpose: 

To be used to address a threat with more precision and/or greater distances than a handgun, if 
present and feasible. 

 
 

Authorized Use: 

Only members that are POST certified are authorized to use an M4 rifle. 
 

 
Expected Lifespan: 

Colt M4 carbine- 15 years 

Winchester 5.56X45 M855 62 grain ammunition- No expiration 
 

 
Fiscal Impact: 

Annual maintenance is approximately $50 for each rifle from general fund. 
 

 
Training: 

Prior to the use of the specialized firearms and ammunition listed within this section, all officers 
have received POST certified training. Additionally, all officers are required to complete annual 
training, per POST Regulations. 
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Legal and Procedural Rules: 

Use is established under Policy #300 and #311. It is the policy of this Department to utilize 
specialized firearms and ammunition only for official law enforcement purposes and pursuant to 
the State and Federal law regarding use of force. 

** Standard issued AR-15 patrol rifles are exempt from AB 481 reporting requirements and are 
disclosed in the spirit of transparency.  
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Less Lethal Launchers and Ammunition 

 
Description, quantity, capabilities, and purchase cost: 

Less lethal launchers are used to deploy either the less lethal super-sock 12- gauge beanbag 
round or the 40MM sponge baton round. 

 Remington 870 12-gauge Less Lethal Launcher, cost: $1,600, quantity: 4. The Remington 
870 Less Lethal Shotgun is used to deploy the less lethal 12-gauge Super-Sock Beanbag 
Round up to a distance of 75 feet. The range of the weapon system helps to maintain 
space between officers and a suspect reducing the immediacy of the threat, which is a 
principle of de-escalation. 

 Defense Technology 40MM single shot launcher, cost: $985, quantity: 1. The 40MM Single 
Launcher is a tactical single shot launcher that features a fixed stock and an adjustable 
Integrated Front Grip (IFG) with light rail. It will fire standard 40mm less lethal ammunition, 
up to 4.8 inches in cartridge length. It will launch a 40MM less lethal round up to 131 feet. 

 CTS Model 2581 drag stabilized Super-Sock beanbag round, cost $540.35, quantity: 85 
rounds. A less lethal 2.4-inch 12-gauge shotgun round firing a ballistic fiber bag filled with 
40 grams of lead shot at a velocity of 270-290 feet per second (FPS). CTS Super-Sock 
rounds are discharged from a dedicated 12-gauge shotgun that is distinguishable by an 
orange butt stock and fore grip. This round provides accurate and effective performance 
when fired from the approved distance of not fewer than five (5) feet. The maximum 
effective range of this munition is up to 75 feet from the target. The Model 2581 Super- 
Sock is in its deployed state immediately upon exiting the barrel. It does not require a 

 -Sock is an aerodynamic projectile. 
However, accuracy is relative to the shotgun, barrel length, environmental conditions, and 
the operator. The Super-Sock is very accurate. However, effectiveness depends on many 
variables, such as distance, clothing, stature, and the point where the projectile impacts. 

 CTS Model 4557 spin stabilized direct impact sponge round, cost $455, quantity: 13 
rounds. The Model 4557 Sponge Baton is a smokeless 3.9-inch 40MM 60-gram spin-
stabilized projectile, launched at 240-260 feet per second (FPS) designed to deliver a blunt 
trauma effect. Although it is extremely accurate and consistent, accuracy is dependent on 
the launcher, using open sights vs. an improved sight, environmental conditions, and the 
operator. Effectiveness depends on many variables, such as distance, clothing, stature, 
and the point where the projectile impacts. 

 
 

Purpose: 

To de-escalate conflict where employment of lethal force is prohibited or unfeasible. 
 

 
Authorized Use: 

Situations for use of the less lethal weapon systems may include, but are not limited to: 
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 Self-destructive, dangerous and/or combative individuals. 

 Riot/crowd control and civil unrest incidents as permitted under Penal Code § 13652. 

 Circumstances where a tactical advantage can be obtained. 

 Potentially vicious animals. 

 Training exercises or approved demonstrations. 
 

 
Lifespan: 

 Remington 870 Less Lethal Launcher- 15 years. 

 Defense Technology 40MM launcher- 15 years 

 CTS Super Sock Round- 5 years. 

 CTS 40MM sponge round- 5 years. 
 

 
Fiscal Impact: 

Annual maintenance is approximately $50 for each launcher from general fund. 
 

 
Training: 

All officers are trained in the use of less lethal launchers as a less lethal option by in-service 
training. 

 
 

Legal and Procedural Rules: 

Use is established under Policy #307. It is the policy of this Department to utilize Less Lethal 
Launchers only for official law enforcement purposes, and pursuant to State and Federal law, 
including those regarding the use of force. 
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Command and Control Vehicles 

 
Description, quantity, capabilities, and purchase cost: 

2019 Cargo Mate Trailer  custom up fit by Forest River Inc, cost: $25,571, quantity 1. This trailer 
is a command vehicle used for critical incidents and natural disasters. It is equipped with office 
equipment, radios, and rescue/aid equipment. 

 
 

Purpose: 

To be used during critical incidents and natural disasters. 
 

 
Authorized Use:  

The command trailer shall be used by personnel trained in its deployment and use. 
 

 
Lifespan: 

20 years 
 

 
Fiscal Impact: 

Annual maintenance is approximately $500 from general fund. 
 

 
Training: 

All users are trained in the proper procedure for moving and deploying the trailer as well as 
ensuring the safety of the trailer and its equipment. 

 
 

Legal and Procedural Rules: 

Use is established under Policy #706. It is the policy of this Department to utilize the command 
trailer for official law enforcement purposes and pursuant to State and Federal law. 


